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as to the transactions of the land offices with the 


deposit banks in Ohio, and as to the description | 
orbank notes the said banks received, or refused 

to receive, in deposit from the land offices; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands; | 


and 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, one thousand | 
extra copies of the report were ordered to be | 
printed. t ; 

Mr. KENT presented the memorial of certain 
merchants of Baltimore, praying to be indemni- 
fied for spoliations committed by French cruisers | 
under the Berlin and Milan decrees, their claims | 
having been rejected by the late commission under | 
the French treaty; which was referred to the | 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

“Mr. BENTON cteeeaiee 0 petition from Dr. 
Planteau, of Philadelphia, stating that he had | 
made valuable improvements in the construction 
of steamboats, and asking for the patronage of | 
Congress, which was referred to the Committee 
on Roads and Canals. 


INDEPENDENCE OF TEXAS. 


Mr. MORRIS presented the proceedings of a 
large and respectable meeting of the citizens of | 
Cincinnati, on the subject of the struggle for free- | 
dom now going on in Texas, and suggesting the 
expediency of acknowledging the independence of | 
that country. Mr. M. asked that the proceed- 


|| more certain to set in the western horizon than 


|| war massacred in cold blood by the orders of a 
ruthless tyrant, would call down upon him the |! 
vengeance of earth and heaven. It had excited a || 





ings might be read, and referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, suggested to the Sen- 
ator from Ohio whether it was not going too far, 
in the present aspect of the affairs of Texas, to 
refer these proceedings to a committee. How- 
ever strong (he said) our feelings might be in 
favor of those unfortunate men who were strug- 
gling for the preservation of their dearest rights, 
as well as for their very existence, and however 
deep our abhorrence and detestation of the cruel 
and tyrannical conduct of their invaders, yet he 
thought that the acknowledgment of their inde- 
pendence at this time, or the adoption of any 
measures looking to it, seemed to be premature. 
He admitted there was a strong feeling on this 
euler pervading every portion of this country, 
and it was natural that itshould. The people of 
this country could not but deeply sympathize | 
with those who were contending for the dearest 
rights of man, and must promerny feel a pow- | 
erful sense of indignation at the blood-stained 
atrocities which had marked the desolating prog- 
ress of their cruel oppressors. This wasall very 
natural; but for the Senate to interfere in the 
present state of affairs he thought was prema- 
ture; and he suggested to the gentleman from 
Ohio, whether the best course would not be to 
lay the poceedings on the table. 

r WALKE said that he hoped the motion 
to lay these proceedings upon the table would not 
revail; that such a course would not be express- 
ive of the sense of the people of the United States; 
that the sympathies of the American people were 
deeply excited in regard to the situation of Texas; 
that there were thousands of American citizens 
invited by Mexico to participate in the blessings 
of a Federal Government aaa of free institutions 
—invited to settle the wilderness, and defend the 
Mexicans against the then frequent incursions of 
a savage foe, and now attempted to be trodden 
down beneath the feet of the most sanguinary 
despot and usarper that had ever disgraced the 
annals of the world; that, in point of fact, Santa 
Anna, and his priests and mercenaries, were the 
rebels, and not the people of Texas; that it was 
Santa Anna and his party who had prostrated the 
Federal Govgrnment of Mexico, and were now 
ee to establish upon its ruins a central 
military despotism; that the people of Texas had 
fought for the Federal Constitution of 1824, and 
adhered to it until all hope of its preservation had 
been extinguished; and that then, and then only, 
when the only alternative presented was to receive 
the chains of a usurper, or resist unto death, they | 
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had nobly unfurled the flag of independence, re- | wert to tariff laws; which was read twice, and 


solved to maintain their liberties, or perish in the 
conflict. Nobly, gloriously, had they maintained 
the unequal contest; they had performed deeds 
of valor that would challenge a comparison with 
anything in Greek or Roman history. Such men 
could not be vanquished. No! the sun was not 


that Texas would maintain her independence, and 
that we would acknowledge it. The death of the 
murdered heroes at the Alamo, of prisoners of | 


thrill of horror throughout this Union, and was 
now bringing the evidences of public feeling before | 
this body. Let us now, then, give to these pro- 
ceedings in favor of Texas, that respectful refer- 
ence to which they are so justly entitled, and 
which, whilst it does not now violate the neutral- 
ity of this Government, will cheer onward, in 
the hour of gloom and danger, a people who are 
imitating the example of the patiots of our own 
Revolution, and whose destiny will be the same. 

Mr. MORRIS was well assured that this was 
a question of great delicacy, and that they should | 
proceed with much caution. He 
friend from Mississippi that pa! p- lic mind was | 
much excited on the subject, and that the sympa- | 
thies of our people were deeply aroused in favor 
of the suffering Texans. Xs a citizen, individ- 
ually, he accorded fully with the feelings ex- 
pressed in the proceedings of this meeting; but, | 
as an American Senator, he felt that he ought to 
act with some caution. He believed the people 
of Cincinnati spoke the united voice of the whole 
State, and that their meeting would be followed 
by other meetings, not only in Ohio, but in every 
part of the Union. He was willing to lay the 
proceedings on the table for the present, as sug- 
gested by the Senator from Alabama; and the 
more so, as he had been informed that similar 
memorials would be presented from other parts 
of the United States, when, the Senate having 
the sentiments of the country more generally ex- 
pressed, it would be proper to call up the proceed- 
ings, and act on them. 

he proceedings were then laid on the table. 


OTHER PETITIONS. 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
sundry citizens of New York, praying for the 
establishment of a post route; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. BROWN presented the petition of James 
Manning, late collector of Beaufort, North Caro- 
lina; which was referred to the Committee on | 
Claims. 











citizens of Mississippi, complaining that they had | 


been deprived of their lands by the location of 
Choctaw reservations; whith was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


MARINE HOSPITAL FUND. 

Mr. BENTON presented a statement, which 
he had received from the collector of New Orleans, 
showing the amounts received on the western 
waters for the marine hospital fund; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

WESTERN ARMORIES. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported a bill for the establishment 
of several armories and depots of arms; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

ADMISSION ON THE FLOOR. 

Mr. MANGUM submitted the following res- 

olution; which was considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the rules of the Senate be so amended as 
to admit into the lobby of the Senate Chamber ex-Govern- 
ors of the States. 


THE TARIFF. 
Mr. DAVIS, on ‘eave, introduced a bill to 





|| refe 


to the Committee on Manufactures. 
INDIAN HOSTILITIES IN FLORIDA. 


The bills from the House making additional 
appropriations for the suppression of Indian hos- 


| tilities in Florida, and for the relief of James Al- 


| 
| 
| 


exander and Iran Allen, were severally read twice 


| and referred. 


RESOLUTI@NS AGREED TO. 


The resolutions lying on the table were con- 
sidered and adopted. 


PROCEEDS OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


The bill for the distribution of the net proceed 
of the sales of the public lands, &c., was taken 


| up as the order of the day, and Mr. CLAY ad- 





dressed the Senate until a late hour in along and 
mentative speech in favor of the bill; after 

ich, 

The Senate adjourned. 


ar, 
wh 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespayr, April 26, 1836. 
Mr. GLASCOCK rose and remarked, that he 


reed with his || felt it to be his duty, whatever might be the re- 


sult, to renew the motion made by the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Wise] yesterday, to have 
read a letter from the Faculty of Bristol College, 
Pennsylvania, in reference to a correspondence 
of the Philadelphia Inquirer, which purported to 
give an account of a petition presented by Mr. 
Stave, from Bristol, against the admission of 
Arkansas into the Union. He made the motion 
as an act of justice to the Faculty of this college. 

The CHAIR desired first to ascertain whether 
the reading of the letter was objected to * 

Mr. GLASCOCK was satisfied, if he was per- 


| mitted to state the purport of the letter, no person 


| would object to the reading. 


Mr. BLACK presented a petition of sundry ! 





Mr. WISE said it was at his request, and also 
at the instance of the gentleman from Georgia, 
[Mr. Grascock,] that the motion had been made. 
He hoped it would be read. 

Mr. ADAMS objected to the reading of the 
letter, until the House decided whether or not 
they would receive petitions of the character al- 
luded to. 

Mr. GLASCOCK moved to suspend the rules 
for the purpose of having the letter read; and 
asked for the yeas and nays on the motion. 

The CHAIR requested Mr. G. to reduce his 
motion to writing. 

Mr. GRANGER inquired whether there was 
before the House any petition to which the letter 


|| related ? 


The CHAIR replied that the petition referred 
to was suspended upon a point of order. 

Mr. Grascock’s motion was then read, as fol- 
lows: 

That the rules be suspended for the purpose of offering, 
and having read, a letter from the Faculty of Bristol Col- 
lege, Pennsylvania, disclaiming having ever signed any 
memorial remonstrating inst the admission of Arkansas 
with slavery attached to her, and if their names appeared 
to such they were forgeries. 

Mr. REED was not aware that any such me- 
morial had ever been presented to the House. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to amend the motion by 
addirg, ‘and that the memorial to which the 
letter refers be also read.”’ 

Mr. SEVIER said this was a matter of much 
delicacy, and in which his constituents were 
much interested. He had sat in his seat and si- 
lently witnessed the course pursued in reference 
to this subject. He felt it to be his duty to move 
to lay the whole subject on the table. 

Mr. GLASCOCK was as anxious for the ad- 
mission of Arkansas as the Delegate from thet 
Territory. 

The motion of Mr. SEVIER was then agreed 
to without a count. 


PUBLIC DEPOSITS. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE asked the unanimous con- 
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sent of the House to proceed to the consideration 
of the resolution offered by him calling upon the 
Secretary of the Treasury for information in re- 
lation to the deposit of the public moneys, &c.; 
which was objected to. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to su 





nd the rules 


bers in attendance. He thought they should 
take measures to obtain a quorum. 

The CHAIR counted the members, and an- 
nounced that there was no quorum present. 

Mr. HEISTER moved a call of the House, 
which was agreed to; and after proceeding a short 


until o’clock, for the purpose stated; which was || time, 


agreed to. 


The resolution was then taken up, the &.... 


tion being on the amendment of Mr. Wise to || 
j 


add to the resolution a clause proposing to raise 
a select committee for the purpose of inquiring 


| On motion of Mr. ASH, the further proceed- 


| ings under the call were suspended. 


INDIAN ANNUITY BILL. 
The amendment of Mr. GARLAND to the 


into the same subject. | Indian annuity bill was then agreed to, and the 


Mr. BOND, who was entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the House at considerable length in con- 


tinuation of his remarks Oly former day. He | 


went into an examinationto 


| same was passed. 


INCREASE OF SALARIES. 
A bill to provide for the salaries of certain 


how the great pros- || officers therein named, and for other purposes, 


perity of the country from the year 1790 to 1811, | was read the third time, and passed. 


during the existence of the old Bank of the United 
States, and the melancholy gloom which hung 
over the land from the latter period up to the es- 





SERVICE OF VOLUNTEERS. 
On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, 


tablishment of the new Bank of the United States. || the House then took up the bill authorizing the 


He also showed the great increase in the number || 
of banks and paper moncy in the last few years, || 
and argued that those banks were established by 
the persons who were making a great outcry || 
about bringing the country back to a specie cur- 
rency. Mr. B. alluded to the assertion of the 


Secretary of the Treasury, that the State banks 


would afford a better and safer currency than the | brackets : 
| 
| 
| 
! 


Bank of the United States, and that the moneys 
of the 
had been at any former period. This he denied; 
and maintained that the moneys were now un- 
safe, and that it was the bounden duty of Con- 


gress to look into the state of those banks. He || 


and commented upon it at some length, and con- 


Jnited States were safer now than they 1} 


President of the United States to accept the service 
of volunteers, reported from the Gianachnes of 
the Whole with sundry amendments. 

The question was on concurring with the com- 
mittee in their proposed amendments. 

The most material were the following: 


Sec. 1. Limiting the term to “ six or twelve months,” 
and adding to the section the following words, within 


Commissioned officers shall be appointed in the manner 
prescribed by law in the several States and Territories to 
which such company or companies shall respectively be- 
long, {in the same manner as the militia of the several 
States and Territories are now appointed and commis- 
| sioned ; and as militia, said mounted men, when in service, 

shall be considered: Provided, That the power vested in 


| cases enumerated in the eighth section of the Constitution, 
that the number of volunteers whose services may be 


| 
| . : 1 | 
read a circular of the Clinton Bank of Columbus, || pot Pad toes A ay ager pl Re ane-ety Swe Pome ary 
| 
i 


tended that it was unfair that the notes of banks 
in the States of Pennsylvania and New York 
should be taken in preference to those of the 
notes of banks in the State of Ohio. This Clin- 
toh Bank of Colun.bus (he said) was a much 
younger bank than some others there, and had a | 
capital of but a little upwards of $289,000, and | 
had Government deposits in it to the amount of | 

356,000. 


said there were different kinds of 
Some were special pets, such as the 
Bank of Portsmouth; a bank which, he said, had | 
but a capital of $102,000, and $11,000 in specie, || 
and her Government deposits amounted to nearly 
$200,000. He then went into a review of the || 
condition of several of the banks of deposit, and 
argued at some length that the public moneys 
were in an unsafe situation, and that Congress 
should take measures speedily to remedy the evil. 
The remarks of Mr. Rowp were arrested by the 
arrival of the hour for proceeding to the orders 





He did not mean to disparage the || 
ank, but this was the actual state of facts. He || 


et banks. || nact 
ommercia!] || Volunteer above mentioned, while in actual service, shall 


| accepted, pursuant to this act, shall not exceed ten thou- 
| sand rank and file, and that this act shall continue and be 
| in force for two years from the end of the present session 


|| of Congress, and no longer: 4nd provided also, That 


| nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to deprive 
| the officers and men who may have entered the service as 
| volunteers under this act of any rights, immunities, or priv- 
| ileges therein secured.’’} 


Mr. WHITTLESEY had moved to strike out 
the fourth section; which was in the following 
words: 

Sec. 4. nd be it further enacted, That in case any 
sustain any damage, by injury done to his horse, or such 
other equipment as shall have been furnished at his own 
expense, or by loss of the same, without any fault or neg- 
ligence on his part, a reasonable sum, to be ascertained in 
such manner as the President of the United States may 


direct, shall be allowed and paid tosuch volunteer, for each 
and every such damage or loss. 


_ These amendments were severally concurred 
in. 
The following additional sections were reported 
by the Committee of the Whole: 





of the day. 
AFFAIRS OF,/TEXAS. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, asked 
the consent of the House to lay on the table and 
have printed a resolution ealling on the President 
of the United States for information in relation to 
the state of affairs in Texas, &c.; which was ob- 
jected to. 

Mr. T. moved to suspend the rules to enable 
him to offer the resolution; which was negatived 
without a count. Mr. T. gave notice that he || 
should renew his motion to-morrow. 

Mr. STORER asked the consent of the House 
to present the proceedings of a public meeting in | 
his district, in relation to the ‘‘troublesin Texas;”’ 
which being objected to, Mr. S. moved to sus- 
pend the rules for the purpose stated; which was 
negatived without a count. 

INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

A bill making appropriations for the Indian 

Department, for annuities, &c.,was read the third 


tme. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, asked the || 
unanimous consent of the House toamend the bill || 
by making the appropriation for carrying into 
effect a treaty with the Caddo Indians $40,000 || 


instead of $80,000, ay heretofore imadvertently 
inserted. : 


Mr. BOON said the bill was an important one, 
and appropriated about a million of dollars. 
There did not appear to be more than sixty mem- 











Sec. 7. nd be it further enacted, That there sball be 
raised and organized, under the direction of the President 
of the United |3tates, one additional regiment of dragoons 
or mounted riflemen, to be composed of the same number 
and rank as the officers, non-commissioned officers, musi- 
cians, and privates, composing the regiment of dragoons 
now in the service of the United States, who shall receive 
the same pay and allowances, be subject to the same rules 
and regulations, and be engaged for the like term, and upon 
the same conditions in all respects whatever, as are stipu- 
lated for the said regiment of dragoons now in service. 

Sec. 8. And be it fi enacted, That the sum of 
$300,000, required to carry into effect the provisions of this 
act, ishereby appropriated out of any money in the Trecs- 
ury not otherwise appropriated. 

On the question of concurring with the com- 
mittee in this amendment, 

Mr. HOWELL asked for the yeas and nays, 
as he wished to record his name against it; and 
on ordering them to be put, there appearing— 
ayes 24, noes 61, no quorum— 

Mr. ASHLEY moved a call of the House, 
which was ordered; and on going through the 
first call, one hundred and thirty-three members 
answered to their names. 

_Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, them moved to 
dispense with the further proceeding of the call. 
Lost. 

Mr. VINTON moved that the House adjourn. 
Lost—ayes 50, noes 71. 

_ Mr. ASHLEY moved that the further proceed- 
ings of the call be dispensed with. Lost; and the 
call nae presen with. 


Several other members answered to their 
names. 


ne tt OC CC 


'! Ohio, and Mr. 


re epee 





| 











Mr. BOON said an experience of several years 
had taught him that a call of the House could 
never be carried out, and he therefore moved that 
the further proceedings of this call be dispensed 


with. 

Mr, CLAIBORNE, of Mississippi, moved 
that the House adjourn. 

Mr. LANE asked for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 36, nays 108; so 
the House refused to adjourn; and the question 
recurring on Mr. Boon’s motion, 

Mr. ADAMS asked leave to move a suspen- 
sion of all the rules of the House, in order to 
take up the joint resolution of the Senate for ad- 
journing on the 23d of May. 

The CHAIR decided the motion to be out of 
order pending the taking of a question before the 
House. 

The motion of Mr. Boon was then ed to, 
a aa further proceedings of the call dispensed 
with. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Howe.v’s 
call for the yeas and nays on the two additional 
sections; which were ordered. 

Mr. HAWES then moved to add a proviso to 
the bill, providing that not more than one third 
of the cheats of said corps should be taken from 
those educated at the public expense at the West 
Point Academy, in the State of New York. Mr. 
H. briefly addressed the House on the subject of 
the West Point Academy, and the great injustice 
done to the citizens of the West by excluding 
them from appointments in the Army, and con- 
ferring them exclusively upon the graduates of 
that institution. 

Mr. ASHLEY said a few words in favor of 
the original amendment, and the necessity of its 
immediate passage. Mr. A. had the highest con- 
fidence in the President of the United States in 
the organization of this corps, and preferred leav- 
ing the appointments to him; and therefore saw 
no necessity for the restrictive clause proposed by 
the gentleman from Kentucky. 

r. HAWES was as desirous as the gentle- 
man from Missouri that this corps of dragoons 
should be raised, but he was opposed to the selec- 
tion of all the officers from the West Point Acad- 
emy, though he was willing to give them a third. 
The education derived at that institution was 
found to be of little service in a campaign against 
the Indians; and, for himself, he thought a corps 
of women would be as serviceable against Indians 
as a corps of West Point graduates. 

Mr. WARD remarked that the gentleman from 
Kentucky seemed to have forgotten thata majority 
of the others of General Dodge’s regiment of 
dragoons were selected from citizens of the West. 
Mr. W. also warmly advocated the e of 
this bill, which had been examined, and was 
highly approved of by the War Department. He 
hoped the question of appointment would not 
then be entered into, for it would have the effect 
of delaying the passage of a measure which had 
the sanction of the most distinguished military 
officers in the country. Mr. W. referred also to 
General Jesup’s recommendation of a similar 
corps, in a letter from that officer to the Secretary 
of War. 

Mr. BOON was decidedly in favor of this corps 
having the selection of their own officers, ant be 
wished such a condition could be annexed to it. 
Though he had himself no particular objection 
to the War Depertinént sending West Point 
graduates to the frontier, yet he knew they would 
not be well received there, and he was also con- 
vinced that they were not well qualified by their 
education to command or serve as moufited men. 

Mr. EVERETT had another objection to the 
amendment, that it conferred upon the President 
the power of appointment without the advice and 
consent of the Senate. : 

Mr. ADAMS contended that the proviso ought 
not to be adopted, because it would conflict with 
the Constitution of the United States, which con- 
tained no restrictive clause as to the'appointment 
of officers of the Army. Moreover, if that 
House could restrict the President as to those 
whom he should not appoint, they could also 
dictate to him those whom he appoint, a 
power not beomees to that pete 

After a few words from Mr. ‘THOMSON, of 

MERCER, 
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Mr. REYNOLDS, of Hlinois, asked for the 


yeas and nays on the amendment of Mr. Hawes, 
which the House refused to order; and it was 
then negatived without a count. . 

Mr. HAWES then moved a proviso, that not 
more than one half the commissioned officers of 
said regiment should be taken from the commis- 
sioned officers of the army; which was disagreed 


to. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, of Kentucky, proposed the 
following substitute for the seventh section; which 
was disagreed to: 

That the existing regiment of dragoons shall be increased 


to the number of twelve hundred, and that the companies 
shall consist of not more than one hundred men each. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY moved to amend the 
seventh section by adding, after the word ‘* rifle- 
men,”’ the following words: 

If, in his opinion, the security of the western frontier 
requires the organization of said regiment ; 
and after a few remarks from Messrs. WHIT- 
TLESEY, MERCER, ASHLEY, HARRISON 
of Missouri, and WHITE, at the suggestion of 
the latter gzentleman— 

Mr. WHITTLESEY modified his amendment 
by extending it to the ‘* western or southern fron- 
tiers.”? 

The amendment was negatived withouta count. 


Mr. MERCER moved to strike out the follow- 
ing words in the seventh section: ‘ for the like 
term, and,”’ on the ground that they were an in- 
congruity with other parts of the bill; which, 
after some remarks from Messrs. MERCER, 
THOMSON of Ohio, ASHLEY, and THOMP- 
SON of South Carolina, was lost. 

The question recurring on concurring with the 
Committee of the Whole in their proposed amend- 
ment— 

Mr. MERCER called for a division of the ques- 
tion on the two additional sections. 

The question was then taken onthe first branch 
of the amendment, being the seventh section of 
bill; and it was concurred in by the House—ayes 
144, noes 32. 

The question recurring upon the second branch 
of the amendment, being the eighth section— 

Mr.UNDERWOOD n.oved to amend the same, 
by inserting after the word *‘ enacted,’’ the fol- 
lowing: ** that the President of the United States 
may disband said regiment whenever, in his 
opinion, the public interest no longer requires its 
services.”’ 

Mr. HANNEGAN asked for the yeas and nays 
on this amendment, but they were not ordered; 
and the question being taken by tellers, was 
decided in the affirmative; ayes 103, noes not 
counted. 

The clause, as amended, was then concurred in 
without a division. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, moved 
to strike out from the first section of the bill the 
following words: ‘‘ in cases enumerated in the 
eighth section of the Constitution;”’ and insert: 
‘*in cases of Indian hostilities, or good cause to 
apprehend the same.”’ 

he CHAIR decided the motion to be out of 
order, on the ground that the p e proposed 
to be stricken out had been voted in by the 
House. 

Mr. CHAPIN proposed an amendment to the 
first section ofthe bill—thatis, to restrict the clause 
which continued the act in force for two years 
from the end of the present session of Congress, 
and no longer, to so much of the act as relates to 
volunteers. Mr. C. supported the amendment on 
the ground that, as the bill now stood, there was 
a manifest incongruity between the first section, 
relating to volunteers, and the seventh section, 
providing for the raising of a regiment of dra- 
goons, or mounted riflemen. That regiment,when 
raised, was to be e ed for the same term with 
the dragoons now in service, which was three 
years; but the first section limited the operation 
of the act totwo years. The sections, therefore, 
contained an incongruity, which it was the object 
of the amendment to remove. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill, as amended, was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading to-morrow; and then— 
The House adjourned, at five o’clock, p m. 


THE CONGRESSIO 


NAL GL 
IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, April 27, 1836. 
The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Secretary of War, made in answer to a resolu- 
tion of the Senate, in relation to the claim of 
Doctor eee: 
Mr. EWING peed the petition of a num- 
ber of citizens of Fairfield, Ohio, praying for a 
donation of the unsettled and refuse land in that 
State, to aid in the construction of a road from | 


Zanesville to Maysville; which was referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


; Mr. NAUDAIN, from the Committee on 
| Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Michael Fenwick, deceased. 

_ Mr. LEIGH, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made unfavorable reports on the 
—— of the representatives of Lieutenant 

homas Goldsmith, deceased; the heirs of Joseph 
Blackwell, deceased; and the legal representatives 
of William Sands, deceased. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported a bill for the relief of Jonathan 
Elkins; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of An- 
drew Hoover, of Indiana, without amendment. 


INCREASE OF SALARIES. 


_ The bill from the House, making appropria- 
tions for the Indian Department for the year 
1836, and the bill from the House to increase the 
salaries of certain clerks, and to provide for the 
employment of certain clerks, were read the first 
time, and ordered to a second reading. 


NEW POST ROUTES. 


Mr. GRUNDY submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing the following post routes in Michigan: From the 
village of Saganon, in the county of Saganon, to the Sault 
St. Marie, in the county of Chippewa, by Mackinac ; from 
the village of Saganon to the mouth of the river Saganaw ; 
from Bellevue, in the county of Calhoun, to Middle Village, 
by Hastings, in the county of Barry; from the village of 
Kalamazoo, in the county of Allegan, to the mouth of north 
Black river, in the county of Ottowa; from the rapids of 
Grand river, in the county of Hart, to Grand Haven, in the 
county of Ottowa; from the village of Kalamazoo, in the 
county of Kalamazoo, to the mouth of South Black river, in 
the county of Van Buren; from the village of New Buffalo, 
in the county of Berrien, to the village of Laporte, in the 
State of Indiana. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. SOUTHARD moved to take up the bill 


making appropriations for the naval service for 
the year 1836; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that as soon as this 
bill was disposed of he should move to take up 
the fortification appropriation bill. 

The various amendments reported by the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs having been read— 

Mr. HILL called for the yeas and nays on 
concurring with the committee in the first amend- 
ment, which appropriates $2,244,338 16, instead 
of $1,974,178 16, as in the bill, for pay and sub- 
sistence of officers, petty officers, and seamen, 
&c.; and the yeas and nays having been accord- 
ingly ordered, the question was taken; and de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 37, nays 5; as 

follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clayton, Cuthbert, Davis, Ewing of [linois, Goldsborough. 
Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, King of Alabama, Knight, 
Leigh, Linn, McKean, Mangum, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins, Robinson, Rug- 
Gee, sneer Sutherland, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, 

alker, Webster, White, and Wright—37. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ewing of Ohio, Hill, King of Georgia, 
Moore, and Naudain—5. ¢ é 

So the amendment of the committee was agreed 
to. 

The remaining amendments reported by the 
committee were then concurred in; ‘when 

Mr. HILL called for the yeas and nays on 
ordering the amendments to be engucisl and 
the bill to be read a third time; which were 

| agrardingly ordered; and the question was decided 
| in the affirmative—yeas 41, nay 1; as follows: 
| ' YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, 
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Cuthbert, Davis, Ewing of Ilinvis, Ew- 
ing of Ohio, Goldsborough, Grandy, Hendricks, Hubbard, 
King of Ala’ , King of Georgia, Knight, Leigh, Linn, 
McKean, Mangum, Moore, Morris, Naudain, Nicholas, 
Niles, Porter, Prentiss, Preston Robbins, Robinson, Rug- 
gies, Shepley, Southard, Swit, Tipton, Tomlinson, Walker, 
Webster, White, and Wiight—41. 

NAY—Mr. Hill1. 


INDIAN HOSTILITIES IN FLORIDA. 
Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- 


|| nance, reported without amendment the bill from 


the House making additional appropriations for 
the suppression of Indian hostilities in Florida, 


and moved that the bill be then considered; which 
| motion was agreed to; and the bill having been 


read the second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, was ordered toa third read- 
ing. 

SERVICES OF VOLUNTEERS. 

The bill from the House authorizing the Pres- 
ident to accept the service of volunteers, and to 
raise an additional regiment of light d ons 
or mounted riflemen, was read twice, and re erred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


PROCEEDS OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


The bill to distribute the net proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands among the States was 
then taken up as the order of the day; when Mr. 
BENTON moved to postpone it till Seeder next, 
for the purpose of caleing up the fortification bill; 
and supported the motion ina speech of great 
argument. 

This motion was rejected—yeas 20, nays 26; 
| as follows: 


| ¥ EAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, Ewing: of 
| Illinois, Grundy, Hill, Hubbard, King of Alabama, King of 


| Georgia, Linn, Moore, Morris, Niles, Rives, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Shepley, Tallmadge, Walker, and Wright—20. 
NAYS—Messrs. Black, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Goldsborough, 
Hendricks, Kent, Knight, Leigh, McKean, Mangum, Nau- 
dain, Nicholas, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, South- 
| ard, Swift, ‘omlinson, Webster, and White—26. 
Mr. BENTON remarked that some gentlemen 
might have voted against his motion because the 
| 
NAYS—Messrs. Black, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Goldsborough, 
Hendricks, Kent, Knight, Leigh, McKean, Mangum, Nau- 
| dain, Nicholas, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, South- 
| ard, Swift, Tomlinson, Webster, and White—26. 
_Mr. EWING, of Ohio, moved to amend the 
| bill by striking out all after the words *‘ United 
may be, subject to entry at private sale for twenty years 
and upwards, and bave not been soid, shall hereafter be 
sold at one dollar per acre, and ata reduction in price of 
ten per centum every five years, until the price of such 
lands be reduced to fifty cents per acre. 
Mr. WALKER moved to amend the amend- 
ment by adding the following: 
his or her own name, for his or her own, benefit, and not in 
trust for another: And provided, also, ‘That no patent slinil 
issue to any person making said entry, until three years 
thereafter; and that any sale, contract for sale, lease, or 
contract for lease, of said lands so entered under the ‘pro- 
visions of this act, which may be made prior to the ema- 
nation of the patent, shall be utterly null and void, and shall 





postponement was to a day certain. He would 
now make another motion, which was to lay the 
bill on the table, for the purpose of taking up the 
bill making appropriations for fortifications, 

This motion was also decided in the negative— 
yeas 20, nays 26; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, Ewing of 
Illinois, Grundy, Hill, Hubbard, King of Alnbama, King of 
Georgia, Linn, Moore, Morris, Niles, Rives, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Shepley, Tallmadge, ‘Tipton, Walker, and Wright 

States,’’ to the words ‘ thirty-six,’’ in the 
| seventh line, and insert: ‘* one fourth part on the 
4th day of July, 1836, and one fourth part at the 
end of each ninety days thereafter, until the whole 
shall be paid;’’ which amendment was agreed to. 
[The above amendment fixes the periods of 
distribution. 
Mr. ROBINSON here moved the following 
amendment, to come in as an additional section: 
urther enacted, That all lands be- 
longing to the United States which have been, or hereafter 

Provided, That no person, under the provisions of this 
act, shall be authorized or permitted to enter, at the prices 
specified by this act, more than three hundred and twenty 

acres, or two quarter sections in subdivisions not less than 
a quarter quarter section, in his or her own name, or in the 
name of any other person, for his or her own use ; and in no 
case, untess he or she intends it for settlement or cultiva- 
tion, or the use of his or her improvement; and the person 
applying to make an entry under this act, shall file his or 
her affidayit, under such regulations as the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall ibe, that he.or she makes the entry in 
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ve asa forfeiture of the tide to the United States: || EWING, MORRIS, PORTER, CLAY, LINN, | 


iad provided, also, That said entry shall not-be made atthe || 
soduted price, uniess it is proved, under such regulations {| 
as the Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe, that said |) 
jeant, at the date of said entry, was in possession of | 
Suloes proposed to be entered, or cultivating the adjacent 
tract. } 
After some remarks from Messrs. WALKER, 
CLAY, WHITE, ROBINSON, and PORTER, i 
the question was taken on Mr. WaLker’s mo- || 
tion, and it was lost. | 


The question then recurring on Mr. Rosinson’s | 











| 


him that he would obtain more favor for it by 


amendment, Mr. Ewine, of Ohio, suggested to 
adding the words “twelve anda half”’ after the | 


word “dollar;’’ which Mr. R. gag to, and | 
y: 


i 
| 
modified his amendment according 

Mr. WHITE moved to amend the amendment | 
by providing that the person making the entry || 
should be the head of family, and coutians | 
to reside on the land for three years before re- || 
ceiving his patent; and that, in case he removes || 
from or transfers the land, it shall revert to the || 
United States; prefixing to it the first part of Mr. 
W arxer’s amendment. 

This motion was lost—yeas 20, nays 21; as | 
follows: 

YEAS—Messers. Benton, Buchanan, Crittenden, Hen- | 
dricks, King of Alabama, Knight, Linn, McKean, Man- 
gum, Moore, Nicholas, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Ruggles, | 
Shepley, Swift, Walker, Webster, and W 


hite—20. 
NAYS—Mesers. Black, Brown, Calhoun, Clay, Davis, 
Ewing of Iinois, Ewing of Ohio, Goldsborough, Grundy, 
Hill Hubbard, Kent, Morris, Naudain, Niles, Rives, Robbins, 
Robinson, Southard, Tallmadge, and Tomlinson—21. 


| 
The question was then taken on Mr. Rosin- | 
son’s amendment; and it was rejected—yeas 16, || 
nays 27; as follows: | 
| 

| 


YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Davis, Ewing of Illi- 
nois, Ewing of Ohio, Grundy, Hendricks, King of Alaba- 
ma, Linn, Moore, Morns, Nicholas, Porter, Robinson, 
Walker, and Webster—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Goldsborough, Hill, Hubbard, Kent, 
King of Georgia, Knight, Leigh, McKean, Mangum, Nau- 
dain, Niles, Preston, Prentiss, Rives, Robbins, Shepley, 
Southard, Twift, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, and White—27. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate; and | 
the amendments made in committee being con- 
curred in— 

Mr. BROWN moved to strike out that part of 
the first section of the bill which gives the ten || 
per cent. to the new States; and the motion was || 
rejected—yeas 1], nays 22; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Cuthbert, Hill, | 
Hubbard, King of Georgia, McKean, Mangum, Niles, Rug- 
gies, and Shepley—11. 1] 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, ae of Illinois, Ewirg of Ohio, 
Goldsborough, Grundy, Hendricks, King of Alabama, 
Knight, Leigh, Linn, Moore, Morris, Naudain, Nicholas, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins, Robinson, South- 
ard, Swift, Tomlinson, Walker, Webster, and White—22. 

_ Mr. BENTON moved to strike out the provision 
in the bill giving twenty-five thousand acres of 
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land to the State of Missouri; and, after a debate, 
in which Messrs. WALKER, LINN, PORTER, 
and BENTON, took part, Mr. Bznron’s motion 
was lost—yeas 6, nays 34; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Benton, King of Georgia, Morris, Niles, 
Robinson, and Ruggles—6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Ilinois, Ewing 
of Ohio, Goldsborough, Hendricks, Hill, Hubbard, Kent, 
King of Alabama, Knight, Leigh, Linn, McKean, Mangum, 
Moore, Naudain, Nicholas, Porter, Prentiss, Rives, Robbins, 
- ey, Swift, Tomlinsoa, Walker, Webster, and White— 


‘Mr. BENTON then offered the following 
amendment, which he had submitted to the con- 
sideration of the Senate some days ago: 


’ ‘To come after the words “ net proceeds” — 
which net proceeds shall be ascertained to be the balance 
which remains, after deducting from the gross proceeds all 
expenses for the year on account of public lands, to wit: 
1. Appropriations for the general land office. 
2. Appropriation for the surveyor general’s offices. 
3. Appropriations for surveying public lands. 
4. Appropriations for salaries, and commissions to regis- || 
ters and receivers. 
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5. Appropriations for annuities to Indians on account of || 
the purchase of lands. 
6. Appropriations for holding treaties for the purchase of || UP. 

= i 


lands. 
7. Appropriations for amounts paid within the year for 
the extinction of Indian titles. 
8. Ap 
purchased trom them. 


¥. Appropriations for the five Sem allowed by com- | day named had been set 


pact to the States in which the | 
After a debate, in which Messrs. BENTON, 


iations for removing Indians from the lands || 
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WRIGHT, WHITE, and BUCHANAN, took 
part— 


Mr. EWING said he had no objections to the 


deduct the Indian annuities, and the sums paid || b 


for the extinguishment of Indian titles; and the 
question was taken on the several amendments 
with the above exceptions, and they were carried 
without a division. 

After some remarks from Messrs. WEBSTER, 
WRIGHT, and BENTON, the question was 
taken on the clause of the amendment proposing 
to deduct the amount of annuities paid to Indians 
for the purchase of lands; which amendment was 
rejected—yeas 18, nays 27; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, Ewing of Illi- 
nois, Grundy, Hill, Hubbard, King of Alabama, King of 
Georgia, Linn, Morris, Niles, Rives, Ruggles, Shepley, Tall- 
madge, Walker, and Wright—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Goldsborough, Hen- 
dricks, Kent, Knight, Leigh, McKean, Mangum, Moore, 


| Naudain, Nicholas, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins 


Southard, Swift, Tomlinson, Webster, and White—27. 


The question was then taken on the clause of 
the amendment deducting the expenses of holdin 
Indian treaties for the purchase of lands; whic. 
was lost—yeas 18, nays 26; as follows: 


YEAS—Meessrs. Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, Ewing of Illi- 
nois, Grundy, Hill, Hubbard, King of Alabama, King of 
Georgia, Linn, Morris, Niles, Rives, Ruggles, Shepley, Tall- 
madge, Walker, and Wright—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, Buchanan, Clay, Clayton, Crit 
tenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Goldsborough, Hendricks, 


inserting the second Monday, instead of the first 


Wednesday in May. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


'* The CHAIR remarked, that an amendment 
amendments, except to those which proposed to |; had been offered to the resolution on a former day 


| 


| 


' 
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Kent, Knight, Leigh, McKean, Mangum, Moore, Naudain, | 


Nicholas, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Southard, 
Swift,’Tomlinson, Webster, and White—26. 

The next clause of the amendment, panes 
the amount paid to Indians for the purchase o 
lands, was also rejected—yeas 19, nays 26; as 


| follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, Ewing of Illi- 
nois, Grundy, Hill, Hubbard, King of Alabama, King of 
Georgia, Linn, Morris, Niles, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, 


| Shepley, Tepundyy, Welw, and Wright—19. 


NAYS—Messrs. Black, Buchanan, Clay, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Goldsborough, Hendricks, 
Kent, Knight, Leigh, McKean, Mangum, Moore, Naudain, 
Nicholas, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbias, Southard, 


| Swift, Tomlinson, Webster, and White—%6. 


The last clause of the amendment, deducting 
the amount expended in the removal of Indians 
from the lands purchased, was also rejected—yeas 
17, nays 28; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Cathbert, Ewing of Illi- 
nois, Grundy, Hill, Hubbard, King ef Georgia, Linn, Morris, 
Niles, Robinson, Ruggles, Shepley, Talimadge, Walker, 
and Wright—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, Buchanan, Clay, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Goldsborough, Hendricks, 
Kent, King of Alabama, Knight, Leigh, McKean, Mangum, 
Moore, Naudain, Nicholas, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
— Southard, Swift, Tomlinson, Webster, and White 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading—yeas 25, nays 21; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Black, Buchanan, Clay, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Goldsborough, Hendricks, 
Kent, Knight, Leigh, McKean, Mangum, Naudain, Nich- 
olas, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Southard, Swift, 
Tomlinson, Webster, and White —25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Calhoun, Cuthbert, 
Ewing of I}linois, Grundy, Hill, Hubbard ~~ Alabama, 
King of Georgia, Linn, Moore, Morris Niles, ives, Robin- 
~ Ruggles, Shepley, Tallmadge, Walker, and Wright— 

[The debate of this day will be given in fullas 
soon as the reporters can prepare it.] 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, April 27, 1836. 


The resolution heretofore epson by Mr. 
Owens, from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
making the bill in relation to the de 
public moneys the special order for the first Wed- 
nesday in May, provided the appropriation bills 
should be’previously disposed of, &c., was taken 


sits of the 


Mr. WHITTLESEY moved that it be post- 
poned to this day week. 

Mr. OWENS hoped the resolution would not 
be postponed, but would be adopted. As the 
d hi for the consider; 
ation of bills in relation to the District of Colum- 
bia, he would move to amend the resolution by 
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ag 
| 
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the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise.) 
he same amendment had also been offered to 
the resolution of another gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Dromeoose,] and that one of the 
amendments was out of order, 

Mr. WISE said, his object was simply to get 
his resolution before the House, and, having suc- 
ceeded in doing so on another occasion, he would 
withdraw his amendment to the present proposi- 
tion. 

The resolution was then postponed to this day 
week. 


PUBLIC DEPOSITS. 


Mr.DROMGOOLE moved to suspend the rules 
for the purpose of proceeding in the consideration 
of his resolution, calling on the Secretary of the 
Treasury for information in relation to the public 
deposits, &c.; which was negatived. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. REED, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Thomas 
B. Parsons; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported the following bills; which were 
read twice, and committed: 

A bill for the relief of Anne W. Johnson; 

A bill for the relief of Frances Gardiner; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Moocers; 

A bill for the relief of Eli Horton; and 

A bill for the relief of M. Geltson, executor of 
David Geltson, deceased. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the same commit- 
tee, a the following resolution; which was 
reed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be instructed 
to inquire iwt® the expediency of allowing interest on all 
claims against the United States which may be finally 
sanctioned by Congress on the same proof on which they 
were reported in those cases, in which Congress shall not 
finally act on the bills at the session they have been, or shall 
be, reported ; the said interest to commence from the close 
of the said session. 


Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, reported with amendments the bill 
from the Senate to suspend the discriminating 
duties on goods imported in vessels of Portugal, 
and * reduce the duties on wines; which was com- 
mitted. 


AFFAIRS OF TEXAS. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, moved 
to suspend the rules until one o’elock, to enable 
him to offer the following resolution, and have it 
disposed of. 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to this House all the information 
in his possession, not incompatible with the public interest, 
concerning the present condition of Texas; its politic! 
organization ; the character of the war now waged there, 
and especially any information he may have as to the mas- 
sacres said to have been lately perpetrated ; and that he will 
also (ifin his judgment not inexpedient) communicate to 
this House any correspondence in ession of the War 
Department in relation to the probability of Indian hostili- 
ties on the Texan frontiers. 


Mr. THOMPSON asked for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to suspend; which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 67, nays 109; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Adams, Ash, Bell, Boyd, Buchanan, 
Bunch, Bynum, John C n, Cambreleng, Campbell, 
Carter, Casey, John Chambers, Chapman, Nathaniel H. 
Claiborne, John F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Coffee, De- 
berry, Denny, Dickson, Forester, French, James ’ 
Glascock, Graves Griffin, Hannegan, Hardin, uel 8. 
Harrison, Albert é. Harrison, Hawes, Haynes, Henderson, 
Holsey, Hopkins, Janes, Jose obnson, Richard M. 
Johnson, Henry Johnson, John W. Jones, Kinnard Lane, 
Lansing, Luke Lea, Maury, McComas, Miller . 
ettigrew, Pickens, Ripley, Roane, Robertson, 
Rogers, Shields, Spangler, 8 tandefer, Steele, 
Storer, Thomas, Waddy Thompson, White, Sherrod Wil- 
liams, and Wise—67. 

NAYS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, Anthony, 
Bailey, Barton, Beal, Bean, Beaumont, Bockee, Bond, 
Borden, Bouldin, Bovee, Briggs, Burns, William B. Cal- 
houn, Carr, Chambers, Chaney, Chapin, Childs, 
Clark, Coles, Connor, Corwin, Crai, rane, Cushman, 
Darlington, Dickerson, Doubleday P 
Evans, Everett, Fairfield, Farlin, Fowler, Fry, Philo C. 
Fuller, William K. Fuller, Gillet, Granger, Grayson, Haley, 
Joseph Hail, Harlan, Harper, Hawkins, Hazeltine, Heister, 
Hoar, Howard, Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, William 
Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Jarvis, Cave Johnson, Kennon, 


Kilgore, Kiingensmith, Lawrence, Lay, Gideon Lee, 
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Lee, Leon Lincoln, Love, Loyall, Abijah 
Mann, Joo Mann Willan Mason, Moses see heeee m 
Mason, May, McKay, McKennan, McKim, McLen@, Mer- 
cer, Moore, Morris, Owens, Parks, Patterson, Franklin 
Pierce, James A. Pearce, Phelps, Phillips, Pinckney, Reed, 
Rencher, Russell, Schenck , Seymour, Sickles, Smith, Suth- 
erland, Taliaferro, John Thompson, Toucey, Turrill, Vin- 
ton, Ward, Webster, Whittlesey, and Lewis Williams— 
109. 
So the House refused to suspend the rules. 
Mr. FRENCH asked the indulgence of the | 
House to take up, for the purpose of making it | 
the special order for the morning hour of Wed- 
nesday next, the bill extending the provisions of 
the pension act of 1832. 
Objections being made, Mr. FRENC oved 
to suspend the rules, to enable him to submit his 
motion. He thought the worthy band of Indian 
fighters for whom this bill provided ought at least | 
to have a hearing, if nothing more. 
The House refused to suspend the rule, with- 
out a count, 
SURVEY FOR A CANAL. 


Mr. MERCER, instructed by the Committee | 
on Roads and Canals, moved to take up the fol- | 
lowing resolution, heretofore offered by Mr. 
Harp: 

Resolved, That there be printed five thousand extra copies 
of Captain Williams’s report of a survey of a canal] route 
connecting the waters of Lakes Erie and Ontario, made by 
him during the summer of 1835, together with the accom- 
panying maps. 

The House having agreed to take up the reso- 
lution, Mr. MERCER moved to amend it by 
striking out ‘ five thousand’’and inserting ‘‘ three 
thousand;’’ which was agreed to. 

The resolution, as amended, was then adopted. 


ALEXANDRIA AQUEDUCT. 
Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported the following resolution; 
which was considered, and agreed to: 


Reso That the Secretary of War be directed to lay 
before the House a copy of a recent report of Captain Turn. 
bull, of the corps of Engineers, on the survey and construc- 





‘ 


tion of the Alexandria aqueduct across the river Potomac, || 


in the District of Columbia. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported the following resolution; 
which was considered, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole, to whom 
was referred a bill to improve the harbor of St. Louis, be 
discharged from the further consideration thereof, and that 
the same be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. CONNOR, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to es- 
tablish certain post roads, and to alter and discon- 
tinue othersfand for other purposes; which was 
read twice, and committed. ; 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, reported the follow- 
ing bills; which were read twice, and committed: 

A bill for the relief of Major James H. Hook; 





| 
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and 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of captain Jesse 


vores 

r. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of John M. 
Oliver; which was read, twice and committed. 

Mr. WEBSTER gave notice that he would, 
as soon as the Journal should be read on to-mor- 
row, move to proceed to the consideration of bills 
on their third reading upon the Speaker’s table. | 

Mr. RENCHER asked the consent of the 
House to submit a resolution, requiring the Com- 
missioner of the Public Buildings to cause the | 
dirt upon Pennsylvania avenue to be removed. 

. Objection being made, Mr. R. moved to sus- 
pend the rules for the purpose stated; which was 
negatived—ayes 102, noes 53, two-thirds being 
necessary. 

Unfavorable reports upon several petitions were 
made by Messrs. CHAPIN, P. C. FULLER, 
and TALIAFERRO. 

Mr. CHAPIN, from the Committe on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made an unfavorable report upon 
the petition of the heirs of Jonathan Knight, 
deceased 
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SERVICES OF VOLUNTEERS. 


On motion of Mr. THOMAS, the House pro- | 


conten to the consideration of the orders of the 
y. 1} 


i} 








The bill to authorize the President of the 
United States to accept the service of volunteers, 
and for raising an additional regiment of dra- 
goons or mounted riflemen, was‘read the third 
time, and passed. 


AFFAIRS OF TEXAS—AGAIN. 


Mr. LEWIS asked the consent of the House 
to permit him to record his vote in favor of sus- 
nding the rules, to enable the gentleman from 
Routh Carolina (Mr. Tuompson] to offer his 
resolution in reference to the affairs of Texas. 
lt was objected to. 


@ ADMISSION OF ARKANSAS, ETC. 


Some conversation took place between Messrs. 
VINTON, THOMAS, SPEIGHT, MERCER, 
BELL, STORER, SUTHERLAND, JUDSON, | 
and the CHAIR, in reference to the mode of pro- 
ceeding, &c., upon the bills from the Senate to | 
establish the northern boundary of Ohio, and for | 
the admission of Michigan and Arkansas; when— | 
| The bill for the admission of Arkansas into the | 

Union, and to provide for the due execution of 
the laws of the United States within the same, 
| and for other pur oses, was read twice. 

Mr. PATTON moved that the bill be post- 
oned to, and made the special order for, next 
uesday week, from one o’clock, and on each 

succeeding aot until disposed of. 

Mr. THOMAS hoped the gentleman would 
include in his motion the bills in relation to the 
northern boundary of Ohio, and for the admis- 
sion of Michigan. 

Mr. PATTON accepted the modification so 
far as to include the bill for the admission of 
Michigan. He me nee there would be no ne- 
cessity or occasion for acting on the bill fixing 
the northern boundary, as that question was em- 
braced in the Michigan bill. 

Mr. THOMAS desired that the other bill should 
also be included, as otherwise it would be impos- 
sible to obtain a vote of two-thirds. 

Mr. EVANS objected to the motion as modified, 
|as out of order. The bill for the admission of 

Arkansas had been read twice, and it was not in 
order to connect it with any other bill. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to commit the Arkansas 
bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union; but on the suggestion of Mr. Vinton, 
that if the House proceeded with the special order, 
pending this motion, it would give precedence to 
this bill to-morrow morning, Mr. B. withdrew 
his motion for the present. 

The hour of one having arrived, the CHAIR 
announced the special order of the day. 

Mr. THOMAS moved to suspend the rule, in 
order to enable him to submita resolution, setting 
apart Tuesday week, at the hour of one o’clock, 
and each succeeding day, (solong as might be ne- 
cessary,) for the consideration and final disposi- 
tion of the following bills from the Senate: 

A bill to establish the northern boundary line 
of the State of Ohio; 

A bill to establish the northern boundary of | 
the State of Ohio, and to provide for the admission 
of Michigan into the Union upon the conditions 
therein expressed; .and 

A bill for the admission of Arkansas into the 
Union, and to provide for the due execution of 
the laws of the United States within the same, and 
for other purposes. 

Mr. HARDIN asked for the yeas and nays on 
the _— to suspend the rules; which were or- 
dered. 

Messrs. HARDIN and WILLIAMS of Ken- | 
tucky were in favor of dividing the question, so 
as to take the vote upon suspending the rules in 
reference to making each of the bills the special 
order as proposed. 

The CHAIR said it was not in onder to call for 
a division, until the rules were suspended. It 
would then be competent, if insisted on, to take 
the question separately in reference to each bill. 

The question was then taken on suspending the 
rules, which was decided in the negative, not two- 
thirds voting in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, ong Barton, Beal, Bean, 
Beaumont, Bockee, Bond, Boon, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, 
Buchanan, Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, Cha- 

ney, Chapman, Chapin, Nathaniel H. Claibome, John F, H. 
Claiborne, Cleveland, Coffee, Coles, Conner. 
Cramer, Crane, Cushman, Dickson, Dou 
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| Dunlap, Bffner, Fairfield, Farlin, Fowler, French, Fry, 
James Garland, Rice Garland, Gilet, Glaseock, fiatey, 
| a Halt, Hamer, Hannegan, Samuel S. Harrison, Albert 
G. Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Henderson, Hel- 
| se 
Ja 





y, Hopkins, Howard, Huntingdon, Huntsman, Ingham, 
x Jackson, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, Richard M. John- 
son, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, Ken- 
non, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Lawler, Gideon 
| Lee, Joshua Lee, Leonard, Loyal!, Abijah Mann, Job 
| Mann, oo mag Martin, Jobn Y. Mason, William Mason, 
| Moses Mason, May, McKay, McKeon, McKim, MeLene, 
| Miller, Moore, Morgan, Muhlenberg, Owens, Parks, Pat- 
| terson, Patton, Dutee J. Pearce, Phelps, John Reynolds, 
' Roane, Rogers, Schenck, Seymour, Shields, Sickles, Sloane, 
£ ems Sutherland, Taylor, Thomas, John 
Thomson, Toucey,Towns, Turrill, Vinton, Wagener, Ward, 
Web-ter, and Whittlesey—124. 
NAYS —Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allen, Heman Allep, 
Ash, Bailey, Bell, Borden, Briggs, Bunch, John Calhéb, 
| William B. Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, George Chamber, 


| John Chambers, Childs, Clark, Deberry, Denny, Evans, 


| Everett, Forester, William K. Fuller, Granger, Graves, 

Grayson, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hardin, Harlan, Harper, 
| Hazeitine, Heister, Hoar, Hunt, Ingersoll, William Jack- 
| son, Janes, Henry Johnson, Lawrence, Lay, “Luke Lea, 
| Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Sampson Mason, Maury, MeComas, 
| McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Morris, James A. Pearce, 
| Pettigrew, Phillips, Potts, Reed, Rencher, Russell, Slade, 


|| Standefer, Steele, Taliaferro, Underwood, Washington, 


| White, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, and Wise—69. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, and in 
further execution of the special order of the 26th 
of January last, the House resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Mason, of Virginia, in the chair,) 
and took up the bill making appropriations for 

| the support of the Army for the year 1836. 
The billhaving been read through by the Clerk, 
Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to amend the 
following section: ‘* For the armament of the for- 
tifications, $200,000,” by striking out this sum 
and inserting $1,224,301. Mr. C. sent to the 
Clerk’s table a letter from the Secretary of War, 
dated January 21, 1836, inclosing the estimates 
on which the amendment was founded; which 
was read. He also informed the House that he 
had moved the amendment under the instruction 
of the Committee of Ways and Means. This 
was the first motion he had made with reference 
te the disposition of the surplus revenue, and it 
was due to himself to state his views at length. 
Mr. C. then proceeded to reply to the speech of 
Mr. Bett on the naval bill. fe regretted that 
the preg officer of the last Congress should 
have entered into a controversy about the pro- 
ceedings of the last night of the session. Mr, C. 
defended himself from the charge of Mr. Brut in 
relation to Mr. C.’s *‘ assumption ’” that there 
| was no quorum at a particular moment of that 
night. He knew it from the yeas and nays. 
| The then Speaker himself also knew there was 
no quorum, and the Journal evidenced the fact. 
| Mr. C. also vindicated the course of the present 
Committee of Ways and Means, in reply to the 
charge of Mr. Bex, that the appropriation bills 
had been unnecessarily delayed. There had not 
been an instance, for forty years, when so many 
of the ordinary appropriation bills had been re- 
ported within fifteen days from the time the com- 
mittees were announced. He adverted, in reply, 
to the course of the gentleman from Tennessee 
himself on the ordinary naval bill, containing 
appropriations for all parts of the world, which, 
in times of high party excitement, was generally 
pene without the slightest embarrassment. 
hat bill was retarded for several weeks by a 
motion of the gentleman to reduce the appropri- 
ations for navy-yards one half, in order to saye 
$300,000 in the exigency of a war with France. 
After this had been debated for some time, the 
gentleman from Tennessee took another ground, 
and made a motion to reduce an item from ,000 
ength, 


to $33,500, which was discussed at great 
gentleman himself speaking four days upon 


| 











the 
it; and then he refused to vote on his own motion. 
A gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Everett] 
moved to reduce the same item to $4,000, an 
then the gentlemen from Tennessee declared that 
that motion he himself intended to make. 

Mr. C. then adverted to the proposition of Mr. 
Mercer, to engraft upon the civil list a proposi- 
tion to distribute the surplus revenue, and con- 

tulated the country upon the fruitlessness of 
the various attempts to renew the panic, as 
evinced by the results of the elections in Virginia, 
Connecticut, and Rhode Island. Mr. C. also 
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vindicated the Administration from the charge 
of having been gujlty of extravagant expenditures 
in works of internal improvement. 


firat place, those works had their origin under 
ener Administrations, the Delaware break- 
water, Cumberland road, &c. ;and the Committees 
of Ways and Means, Commerce, and Roads and 
Canals, of that House, must be held accountable 
for the amount of appropriations made for them. 
In reference to the public deposits, Mr. C. was 
anxious that some measures of regulation should 
be adopted. He was, however, opposed to the 
Government having anything to do with stocks; 
afd if any surplus should remain after the wants 
of the Government should be supplied, which he 
doubted, he would vote, rather than have any- 
thing to do with stocks, that the surplus should 
be temporarily invested, and leave that fund 
pledged, in the language of the eighth article of | 
the old Confederation, ‘* to be disposed of for the 

common benefit of the United States.’”’ He de- 
nied that the present Administration were ac- | 
countable for the accumulation, but that it had, | 
on the contrary, endeavored to stem it. It was 
produced by the tariff act of 1816. He himself 
did not think the surplus would continue but 
little, if any, beyond the ordinary necessities of 
the Government. Mr. C, dwelt at length upon 









| dorsed its slanders, 
|| their being forwarde 





this subject, and that of the distribution of the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands, the in- 
evitable effect of which would be to produce an 
increase of the tariff. 

He also entered into a variety of statements 
with reference to the revenue arising from import- 
ations and the public lands, which, in case of a 
reaction that would inevitably ensue, would not 
amount to more than two thirds of the expendi- 
tures of the Government. He controverted the 
doctrine that there was a large surplus. 
first of January of the present year, the unappro- 
priated balance in the Trae amounted to only 
$17,500,000, not including the United States Ban 
stock, for he would not calculate on anythin 


On the | 


for along time, but to give place to the New York 
relief bill. Mr. B. endeavored to get an hour 


hey were devoted to the adoption of some amendment to 
not responsible for those seca eae ee ‘| the rules of 


the House, and he believed that, if 
| they had devoted three or four weeks to that sub- 
| ject, the country would have been a gainer; and 
| that motion was resisted on the same ground that 
a war was apprehended, and the patriotism of 
members on all sides was appealed to. He denied, 
| in reply to the articles in the Globe, that he had 
| made a frivolous motion to embarrass the Navy 
bill. He did not hold the President of the United 
| States nor any member of the House responsible 





|| for the articles in that print, but i, was well knewn 


they indorsed them by inclosing copies of the 
paper under their frank. He hardly received a 
etter that did not inform him that hundreds of 
| that infamous paper were franked to Tennessee 
by the President; and though he would not hold 
the President responsible for, or say that he in- 


under his frank. Mr. B. 
| then went into the history of the proceedings on 
| the naval appropriation bill, and of his own 


| course on that occasion, and repelled the attacks | 
|, made upon him by the Globe, several of which 


| he read. He then went into a diurnal history of 
|| the proceedings on the New York fire bill, Mr. 


Apams’s resolution, and Mr. Wise’s resolution, 
| the contested election, &c.; by which he showed 
that the Navy bill had been compelled to. give 


election case, tach being alternately considered, 
during which time the appropriation bills slept. 
| Out of the six weeks’ discussion on the Navy 
bill, alleged to have been the effect of Mr. B.'s 
motion, after all the slanders made against him, 
| he proved that bill had only been discussed during 
| parts of thirteen days. ith regard to his mo- 
tion, he explained that he had made it to bring 
out the views of those who were supposed con- 





yt such was the effect of | 





way to those propositions. The changes were | 
rung on the New York fire billand the contested | 


| versant with thematter; but the motion to reduce | 


| 
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! 
fromm an institution that had acted as that ha | 
done with reference to the pension fund, and the || 
widow and orphan. This amount of $17,500,000 || wheninthe Committee of the Whole on the state of 
would be more than exhausted during the pres- || the Union, that was the only occasion that would 
ent year, without the aid of adopting any meas- || be given the minority for political discussion, and 
ure of direct distribution. There were extraor- | he had availed himself of the Navy bill, believ- 
dinary estimates amounting to $6,000,000; two || ing he should have no other occasion. He be- 
Indian treaties approved by the late majority || lieved that,ifthe ordinary appropriation bills were 
of the Senate, $7,000,000; the Seminole war || got through, and Michigan and Arkansas ad- 
would probably cost $5,000,000; and there were || mitted into the Union during the morning hour, 
a large mass of other expenditures that would || they would soon find themselves adjourned; nor 
swell it up to $25,000,000. Besides this, the war || did he believe they would act onthe deposit ban 
cloud now hanging over the southwestern fron- || bill, the land bill, the Post Office bill, and several 
tier ought not to escape the attention of Congress. || other great subjects, unless they interposed and 
He examined in detail the effects of distributing | kept back one of the appropriation bills. If any 
the surplus revenue in the manner proposed, || of these measures were rought up, without the 
which would introduce a general scene of corrup- || interposition of some such bill as he alluded to, 
tion, break down the independence of the States, || they would either not be acted upon, or no op- 


penses, was perfectly consistent with his own to 
reduce the whole appropriation one half. Besides, 








the appropriation to $4,000, the ordinary ex- | 


I | 


and produce consolidation. He would go with | 
gentlemen for putting the fortifications in a state | 
of defense, and of possessing a naval power com- | 
mensurate with the commerce and coast of the | 
country. He would triple the force in the Gulf | 
of Mexico; he would increase the naval force on | 
the east, and would have an efficient force in the || 
Pacific to protect our fisheries, where, in case of | 
war, we should be first assailed. He again ad- || 
verted to the Seminole war, and the probability || 





of a rupture with Mexico, or with the Indians in || proposed to be amended by that gentleman, and || erly belonged to 


meee. would be afforded of discussing them, | 


ut they would be forced through by means of 
the previous question. After some further re- 
marks, Mr. B. intimated that he should avail 


himself of a future opportunity to give his views || 


at length on the subject embraced in the amend- 
ment, and such other topics as were involved in, 
or should grow out of it. 

Mr. MERCER, after some remarks in reply to 
Mr. CamBreLenc, moved to strike out the clause 


that quarter, incited through the influence of that | insert the following: 
nation. Shovid this be the case, every dollar of 
the surplus revenue would be exhausted; and Mr. || nance at such place as the Secretary of War, with the | 
ae concluded, after some further remarks, by call- || a ofthe | epee oe eo — may select, | 
ing upon the friends of distribution to pause and | ® rdefraying the expenses of conducting the operations | 
. i} oi the hase of | 

reflect upon these circumstances before they took || tan et | See oo 
a step which they would be unable to retrace. ___ thousand dollars, and that the further sum of hundred | 
Mr. BELL proceeded to reply to Mr. Campre- | thousand dollars be appropriated to the purchase of ord- | 
LENG in reference to the allugions made to himself | "*"°* for immediate use. 


by that gentleman. Hesaid there had been great || After some further remarks by Mr. MERCER | 
lect in not bringing forward the appropriation | and Mr. CAMBRELENG, 


bills, with reference to the apprehension of war; | Mr. MOORE obtained the floor, and gave way 
and he therefore came to the conclusion, which | to Mr. Bynum, on whose motion the committee 


For the purchase or construction of a foundery for ord- | 





he took that opportunity to reiterate, that the | rose and reported. 
party a — any apprehensions of awar with | The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
rance. nder ordi 





with the King of the Two Sicilies; which was 
laid @n the table, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. MANN, of New York, the 
House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, -4pril 28, 1836. 


The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Navy Department, containing an estimate of the 
maximum amount that can be advantageously 
expended, annually, for naval purposes, navy- 
| yards, arsenals, dry-docks, &c.; which was laid 
| on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
| Mr? LINN, from the Committee on Pensions, 
_to whom had been referred the eae of Jean 
| Baptiste Jarvis, reported a bill for his relief; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the same committee, 
reported a bill to restore certain invalid pensioners 
| to the pension roll; which was read, and ordered 
| to a second reading. 
| Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the 
| Judiciary, towhom had been referred the petitions 
| of Peter A. Karthaus, and Robert P. Moore, and 
|| others, reported unfavorably thereon; and the 
| committee was discharged from the further con- 
sideration thereof. 


NEW POST ROUTES. 


_ Mr. WALKER offered the following resolu- 
| tion; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
|| Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
| lishing the following post routes in the State of Mississippi : 
|| From Port Gibson, by Darwin, Shelby’s, Lioyd’s Mills, and 
|| Casey’s Store, to Raymond; from Clinton, by Spring Hill, 
| and Summerville, to Silantia. 
| Mr. LINN offered the following resojution; 
which was agreed to: 
| Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 

Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
| establishing a post route from the town of St. Genevieve, 
Missouri, to the steamboat landing near that place. 


STATUARY FOR THE CAPITOL. 


Mr. BUCHANAN moved that the resolution 
‘| directing the Committee on Finance to inquire 
| into the expediency of contracting with Luigi 
|| Persico for two groups of statues to complete the 
| ornaments of the east front of the Capitol, be 
‘| taken up for consideration. 
| Mr. PRESTON had no sort of objection to 
| matters of this kind, nor was it with him a mere 
| question of expense. The declaration in the res- 
olution was virtually that it was proper to make 
an appropriation for the purchase of two groups 
from Mr. Persico, and he thought the térms of 
1 the resolution ought to be enlargedy and not con- 








} 


| 








fined tO any particular individual; and it might 


| be a question whether the Committee on Finance, 
|| who were burdened with other duties, were the 
|| appropriate committee. It was a matter of taste, 
| and peculiar in its character. 

r. MANGUM said the Committee on the 
Library invariably had the charge of the expenses 
‘| and selection of ornaments for the Capitol. As 
'| to the question of expense in matters of that kind 


| 
| 
| 
| 





|| it was not a matter of much consequence, and not 
|| necessary to place it under the direction of the 
|| Committee on Finance. He would, therefore, 
i move to strike out the Committee on Finance, 
|| and insert the Committee on ane Lib This 
'| inquiry was very proper, and, he thought, prop- 
ty ba the ommittee on the ey - 
| The ornaments to be selected would not only be 
valued for this, but for all future ages. 
| Mr. CALHOUN said that when this resolu- 
| tion was first introduced his attention was called 
to it, and he really did think that they ought 
to reserve objects of this description for native 
artists; one of whom was at that time in Europe, 
at the head of his profession. At the solicitation 
of the mover, he would not make any gpgeition 
to the resolution now. Let it. go (said ir. C, 
to the committee, and let them report on it, an 
should their report be‘unfavorable, he would then 
have an opportunity of expressing his views 
further on the subject. Mr, Persico was a gen- 
tleman of talents, and would no doubt do justice 





had taken place; but at that time there was a pre- | 


tense of apprehension of a war, and yet the ap- 
propriation bills were not only suffered to sleep 


‘ cireumstances no delay | 


munication from the Secretary of State, trans- 
| PR , ‘ f 

| mitting, in compliance with a resolution of the 23d 
| instant, a list of the awards made by the com- 
‘missioners on the claims under the convention 


to the subject; but the Government had but little 
it to native artists to reserve it for them. 


| 
patronage of the kind, and he thought they owed 
Mr. BUCHANAN did not intend at that time 





1836. 
to enter into a discussion of the question raised 
by the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Cat- 
woun,] though on a proper occasion he should 
have something to say with regard to it. He 
would assure the junior Senator from South Caro- 
lina, (Mr. Preston,] that if he had had the 
selection of an individual in the Senate, whose 
judgment and taste in matters relating to the fine 
arts qualified him to decide as to the merits of 
- the proposed pieces of statuary, he should have 
selected him; but he knew that a bill had come 
there from the House of Representatives, con- 
taining appropriations for statuary, which had 
been referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
he had, therefore, no choice but to send his reso- 
lution to that committee, or incur the risk of its 
not being acted on during this session. 

Mr. MANGUM said there could be no diffi- 
culty in this matter. As to the question of taste 
he should have as much confidence in the taste 
of the chairman of the Committee on Finance as 


would be more appropriate to send it to the 
Library Committee. 

Mr. PRESTON doubted the propriety of the 
suggestion of the Senator from North 


qualified to decide in such matters than any other 
members of the Senate; and, indeed, few of them 
had had opportunities of making themselves so. 
It had been usual to refer matters of this descrip- 
tion to the Committee on the Library, on the 
natural supposition that there was some connec- 


tion between literature and the fine arts; but he | 


should think the Committee on Finance as well 
qualified as any other committee; and he would 
suggest that they should be instructed to inquire 
whether an appropriation, and to what amount, 
should be winks to ornament the east front of the 
oe leaving the selection both of the subject 
and the artist to some proper department of the 
Govermment—say the President of the United 
States... The resolution contemplated two groups 
of statues for the east front of the Capitol. Now 
whether groups of statues were proper for that 
place, or what groups, or whether the subject 
chosen was consistent with good taste, were all 
questions of great importance, which the Senate 
was not competent to determine; and a degree of 
responsibility should be thrown upon the proper 
department of the Government for the selection 


both of the subject to be executed and the artist | 


to execute it, so as to insure a work worthy of 
the building whose cost was three millions of 
dollars, of the wealth and greatness of the nation, 
and of the admiration of posterity. He had the 
highest opinien of the talents and excellence of 
Mr. Persico as an artist; but some of our own 
artists had obtained, very deservedly, great celeb- 


rity. One of them, Mr. Greenough, was soon | 
roper | 


expected home, and it might be deemed 
to give him an opportunity of exercising his tal- 
ents on the contemplated work. He thought that 
some competition might be advantageously ex- 
cited—that some little collision of mind among 


men of genius and taste might result in the adop- | 


tion of a design more appropriate than that sug- 
gested by Mr. Persico; but of this he could not 
pretend to judge. The reference of such matters 
to persons of competent skill and acknowledged 


taste was necessary to prevent their being bitr- | 


dened with works unworthy of the nation. Their 
public halls had been di 
purporting to be of the fine arts, utterly offensive 
to the public taste, absurd in design, and wretched 


tion of his friend from North Carolina; and would 
move to amend the resolution, so as to authorize 
the President of the United States to contract for 
suitable ornaments to complete the east front of 
the Capitol, instead of directing the Committee 
on Finance to inquire, &c. — 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he did not anticipate 
so much discussion on a mere question of inquiry. 
Some years ago I = Mr. B.) submitted a sim- 
ilar resolution to the House of Representatives, 
and I thought I could not.do wrong in asking a 
committee of the Senate to inquire into the expe- 
Sener of making an appropriation. 
ae eel it to be my int a what 

| taken place, to reply to some of the remarks 
which ave fallen frdin’ the Senators from South 





C f arolina. | 
The Committee on the Library were not more | 





sgraced with exhibitions || 
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a particularly those of the junior mem- {| feel indebted to him, however, if he would suffer 
r 


No man living, sir, is willing to extend more 


encouragement to native talent than lam. Where- |! 


ever it can fairly be brought into competition with 
that of foreign growth, it ought to be preferred. 
1 am no connoisseur in sculpture, but I Sone that 
jt requires immense labor, intimate knowledge of 
drawing, and years of experience, to execute a 
classical or historical figure. 

There is as much difference between the artist 
who forms a bust, and he who executes a group 
of statuary, as there is between a mere portrait 
paimer and a Michael Angelo. It is the very 
lowest grade of the art—the commencement of the 
study of the profession. No gentleman, what- 
ever may be his natural genius, who has pro- 
ceeded no further than the execution of a bust, 
and the taking of a strikin 


t may be asked, (and I answer the question 


now,) why I feel this interest in Mr. Persico? It || 


is from motives of private friendship, in consist- 
ence with the public good. He came to the town 
in which I reside in 1819, merely as a portrait 
painter, and for oa of acquiring a know!- 
edge of the English language. is genius and 
taste were soon discovered, and in his society [| 
have passed many agreeable and instructive hours. 
He left us without a single enemy. Hie is nota 
native, but he intends to spend his days among 
us, for he loves liberty with all the enthusiasm 
of genius. He is devoted to the institutions of 
this country. 

When I next saw him, it was in New York, 
where his talents as a sculptor had begun to at- 
tract much attention. l asked him why he had 
concealed his knowledge of sculpture to his friends 
in Lancaster, and he replied, evincing the mod- 
esty which always accompanies true merit, that 
there were so many foreigners in this countr 


who pretended*to what they were not entitled, | 


that he had determined not to speak of his knowl- 
edge of this art until he should have an opportu- 
nity of displaying it Py his works. He was sub- 
sequently employed by this Government at a 
salary of $1,500 a year to ornament the tympo- 
num of the eastern front of the Capitol. How he 
succeeded, let the universal approbation which 
his efforts have received, decide. 

After he had completed this work, I presented 
a resolution to the Hones of Representatives, of 
which I was then a member, similar to the one I 
have now offered. He was employed; and though 
I pretend to no taste in the fine arts, yet I know 
that others, who are competent judges, as well as 
myself, have been delighted with the results of his 
labors, and admired the industry and genius with 
which they were accomplished. 

The hope of identifying his talents with the 
Capitol of the Union has been the subject of his 
thoughts by day, and his dreams by aight. Most 
keenly and deeply, therefore, would he feel, if the 
Senate of the United States should refuse to enter- 
tain a mere resolution of inquiry. 

Any one, whether a man of taste or not, cannot 


1 but be struck with the model of one of the groups 


which he has completed. It represents the great 
discoverer when he first bounded with ecstasy 
upon the shore; all his toils and perils past, pre- 
senting a hemisphere to the astonished world, 
with the name of America inscribed upon it. 
Whilst he is thus standing upon the shore, a fe- 


t t '| male savage, with awe and wonder depicted in 
in the execution. He would vote against the mo- || her countenance, is gazing upon him. This is 


\| one of the happiest, noblest, grandest concep- 


tions of genius. It is worthy of the subject. I 
hope every Senator will examine the models for 
himself. I hazard the assertion that, iLever this 
work shall be finished according to the model, it 
would command in Europe five times the amount 
which it will cost in this country. I believe, 
however, from the enthusiasm of the artist, that 
he would rather have this work of his placed on 
the blocking of the Capitol, if he should receive 
from Government no more than a meré subsist- 
ence whilst engaged in its execution, than to 
realize a fortune from it in Europe. 

If the Senator from South Carolina desires it, 
let him offer a separate resolution in favor of any 
other artist. He shall receive my vote. I'should 


| Jefferson, which 
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mine to take the usual direction without any 
amendment. 
Mr. PRESTON said the gentleman from Penn- 


| sylvania was mistaken if he imagined for a mo- 
| ment that what he said was in reference to a ape- 
| cial competition between Mr. Persico and any 
| other artist. H 
| Persico himself thought he had said anything in- 
| vidious to him. That body was not fitted to dis- 
| cuss these matters, as was evident from the man- 
| ner in which the names of individual! artists had 
| been brought forward. He knew that be himself 
| was not competent to decide on them, There 


hould very much regret if Mr. 


was, to be sure, as the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vania observed, every difference between the ex- 
ecution of a correct likeness, and the execution 


_ of a grand historical or allegorical subject; but he 
likeness, is fit to be || 
employed in ornamenting the eastern front of our || 
|| Capitol. 
in that of any other gentleman; but he thought it | 


would observe en passant that he who copied na- 
ture most correctly in the execution of a likeness 


|| would be the mostapt to succeed in the execution 


of a work of greater importance. By referring 
the decision of this matter to the President, he 
would most probably, before deciding, consult 
with gentlemen upon whose taste and judgment 
every one would be willing to rely. Washington 
Alliston, of Boston, was one on whom he would 
entirely rely; and if he would say that the design 
of Mr. Persico was worthy of the object for which 
it was intended, he would be satisfied that after 
generations would speak of the work with the 
same admiration that we speak of the works of 
Michael Angelo. Mr. P., after referring in terms 
of disapprobation to the works in the rotunda of 
the Capitol, and particularly to the statue of Mr. 

had got there by some means or 
other per fas, aut nefas, said that he concurred 
with fis colleague in wishing to reserve such 


| works for native artists, if competent ones could 
| be found; but if not, as expense should be no 


object, he would be willing to send to Thorwald- 
sen fora suitable work. He would rather (he 
said) have one such statue as that of Washington 
by Canova, which had been eee in the con- 
flagration of the State-house at Raleigh, North 
Carolina, than all the trash that cumbered and 
disgraced the walls of the rotunda. He wished 
it to be distinctly understood, that in all he said 
nothing disparaging to Mr. Persico, whose talents 
were acknowledged on all hands. All he wished 
was, that the decision of this matter should be 
left to the proper department of the Government, 
without saying that this particular design should 
be executed, or this particular artist employed, to 
the exclusion of all others. He therefore re- 
newed his motion. 

Mr. CLAY said the Senator from South Caro- 
lina regarded this as a more serious matter than 
he could. When he heard the remarks of that 
Senator, from the manner in which he had ex- 
hibited his taste and knowledge of the art of sculp- 
ture, he felt as if he wished the whole matter 
submitted to him exclusively. Mr. Persico was 
well known as a superior artist, and Mr. Gree- 
nough was already employed by the Government 
to doan important pres To refer it to the Presi- 
dent was a mere shifting of the responsibility 
from Congress to the President. If a good painter 
could be a good judge of sculpture, they would 
have enough to counsel with; orif a good orator 
was a good judge of sculpture, he believed there 
were eceisl of them on the Committee of Fi- 
nance. But really he thought there was too much 
importance attached to this matter; and if the 
President should refuse to take the responsibility 
of contracting for these groups, it would then be 
time enough for them to take it upon themselves. 

Mr. CALHOUN was of opinion that they 
should reserve such matters for native artists, 
many of whom were highly distinguished. The 
very fact being known that they had such works 
in reservation for native talent, would have a 
powerful influence in stimulating their exertions 
to attain excellence in their professions. 

After a few remarks from Mr. DAVIS, 

Mr. CLAYTON said, that whenever Mr. Gree- 
nough, or any native artist, should present bim- 
self with such a design as that presented by Mr. 
Persico, he would most cheerfully vote to send it 
to a committee for consideration. fle did not 
consider the voting for this resolution. as voting 
to contract for the group of statues; it was oniy 
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a resolution of inquiry, and he would therefore 
vote for it. 
The question was thentaken on Mr. Preston’s 

amendment, which was rejected; after which, 
Mr. Bocnanan’s resolution was agreed to. | 
PATENT LAWS. 
Mr. RUGGLES, from thé select committee 
appointed to inquire what alterations are neces- 
sary in the patent laws, made a voluminous re- 
port thereon, accompanied by a bill to reorganize 
the Patent Office, and make it a distinct depart- | 
ment of the Government, and to alter and amend | 


tthe patent laws. 

The report and bill having been read, the bill | 
was ordered to a second reading; and, on motion || 
of Mr. CLAYTON, three thousand each of the || 
report and bill were ordered to be printed. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL, ETC. 


The bill making appropriations for the naval 
service for the year 1836; and | 
The bill making additional appropriations for 1 











the suppression of Indian hostilities in Florida, 
were severally read the third time and passed. 


PROCEEDS OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


The bill to distribute for a limited time the net 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands among 
the States, and to grant lands to certain States, 
came up on its third reading; when 

Mr. NILES addressed the Senate in a speech 
of great length, force, and argument, in opposi- | 
tion to the bill; after which, 

Mr. BENTON observed that, in reading over | 
the bill that morning as engrossed, he found that | 
the amendments made yesterday to the second | 
section, defining what the’ net proceeds of the | 
sales of the public lands were, did not apply to || 
the third section, where the same amendments | 
were equally necessary. He therefore moved || 
to recommit the bill, for the purpose of having it || 
amended in that particular. At the same time || 
that he made this motion, he would inform the |! 
Senate that there were four gentlemen, including 
himself, desirous of being heard in opposition to || 
the bill; the manner in which it had been carried || 
through yesterday having prevented them from || 
addressing the Senate onit. If the Senate refused || 
the motion, these gentlemen were determined to | 
speak to-day; and he, for one, would yg if 
the sun rose and set on their session. e did 
not mean to let this bill go off without making his 
sentiments with regard toit known to the Amer- | 
ican people. If the recommitment was ordered, 
the bill would be reported to-morrow, and gentle- 
men would have an opportunity of then being || 
heard on it; otherwise, they must speak to-day. | 

Mr. EWING hoped the motion to recommit 
would not prevail, as the proposed amendment | 
was seutiee unnecessary. The designation | 
in the sccond section of the current items of ex- | 
penses to be deducted from the sales of the year, | 
would be sufficient information to the Department 
as to what Congress meant by the net pro- | 


| 
| 


ceeds of the sales of the public lands, and by it | 
they would know the principles on which they 
were to make up the accounts, 

Mr. MORRIS had discovered, on reading the 
bill, the same objections to it that had been men- | 
tioned by the Senator from Missouri; but, being 
altogether opposed to the bill in principle, he di 
not think it necessary to refer to them. He had | 
very little concern with the details of the bill, and | 
thought that those gentlemen who, like him, | 
were opposed to it in principle need not care for || 
them. He should, however, be pleased if the | 
motion of the Senator from Missouri prevailed, 
in order that those gentlemen who intended to | 
address the Senate might have an opportunity of | 
examining it, as it was now very different from | 
the printed bill as it came from the committee. | 
It was with great reluctance that he ever intruded 
on the time of the Senate, but he was so situated 
that he was compelled to address them on this 
occasion; indeed, he could not refrain from doing 
so without violating what he considered to be an 
imperious sense of duty. How long it would 
take him to express his sentiments on this subject 
he could not say—probably not long; and he 
hoped the Senate would indulge him, as well as 
thero gentlemen, by a postponement. There had 
been no hurrying of this bili until last evening, 


| and White—24. 


the bill.” 1f they would agree that the 
|| tion should be taken to-morrow, he would move 


of the House would agree toit. He did not wish 
_ to compel gentlemen to speak at that late hour; 
' and his friend from Missouri, as well as every 
/ member of the Senate, must see that the oars 

_ of this bill delayed other important busines w 7 
| was sufferin 
| determined that this bill should have precedence 


|| Virginia [Mr. Dromcooxe] in his seat, he would 
| move to take up the resolution submitted by that 
| gentleman calling on the Treasury Department 


| of the public moneys, and the amendment thereto 


|| pending being the amendment of Mr. 
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and he did not see any necessity for passing it 
that evening. If the objections of the Senator 
from Missouri had any weight, the bill ought to 
be recommitted; and he would suggest to its 
friends, whether it would not be better to make 
it so plain that nothing should be left to inference 
in the Departments? 
The question was here taken on Mr. Benton’s 
motion; and it was rejected. 
Mr. MORRIS then moved that the Senate 
djourn, 
he motion was decided in the negative—yeas 
20, nays 24; as follows: = 
YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Cuthbert, Ewing of 
Ittinois, Grundy, Hill, Hubbard, King of Alabama, King of 
Georgia, Linn, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Rives, Rubinson, 
Ruggles, Shepley, Tallm , Walker, and Wright—20. 
NAYS—Messrs. Black, Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, Critten- 
den, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Goldsborough, Hendricks, Kent, 
Knight, Leigh, McKean, Mangum, Moore, Naudain P 
Prentiss, Robb 


orter, 
ins, Southard, Swift, Tomlinson, Webster, 
Mr. PORTER then observed that he would 
make a compromise with gentlemen apnenes to 
nal ques- 


to adjourn, and he hoped his friends on his side 


y the delay. He, for one, was 


of all others. 

Mr. BENTON said he fully appreciated the 
sentiments expressed by the Senator from Louis- 
iana, but he could make no compromise. He 
was determined to speak on that bill before it 

assed. 

Mr. MORRIS said he would much prefer ad- 
dressing the Senate to-morrow than at that late 
hour. His address would not probably occupy 
a long time; and, if the Senate would agree to 
adjourn, he would agree that the final question 
should be taken to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. PORTER, the Senate then 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, -4pril 28, 1836. 


Mr. PIERCE, of New Hampshire, rose and 
remarked that, not seeing the gentleman from 


for certain information in reference to the deposit 


offered by another gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Wise. ] 

Mr. P. thought it was due to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and to themselves, that this reso- 
lution should be taken up and disposed of. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. PIERCE moved to suspend the rules; 
which was agreed to—ayes 103, noes not counted. 

The resolution was then read; the question 
ISE, as 
modified at the suggestion of Mr. Ca.uovwn, of 
Massachusetts, proposing also to raise a select 


|| committee to inquire into the various subjects 


connected with the deposit of public moneys in 
certain local banks. 
Mr. BOND, who had spoken on two former 


days, addressed the House for the third time on 
| the subjects embraced in the resolution. The na- 


tion found itselfin possession of about $37,000,000, 
all of which was in the hands of the deposit banks, 
which moneys, he contended, were unsafe in 
those ifistitutions, because the banks were not 
sufficiently responsible to the Government for 
those moneys, and because of the small capitals 
of those banks. He alluded to the communica- 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury about the 
time the deposits were removed, in which it was 
stated that the domestic exchanges would be im- 
proved by that removal, and to the circular of the 
Clinton Bank of Columbus, a young institution 
with a smaller capital than many others in that 
region of country, which refused to take the notes 
of specie-paying banks in its own neighborhood, 
and received those of distant banks; which (he 














argued) would have the tendency of derangi 
the exchanges. This system (he said) wou 
have the effect of compelling those who had mone 
to pay for public lands to get their moneys shaved 
by brokers, for the purpose of getting moneys 
which this bank would receive. The deposit 
banks might transfer moneys to those brokers, 
which could be used for the purpose of shaving, 
When our moneys were in this uncertain state, 
he did not think gentlemen ought to sit and fold 
their arms, and not go into an examination of the 
condition of those moneys. If the investigation 
was not now gone into, it would give the guarantee 
to those banks that an investigation never would 
be had, and, in consequence of this, they would 
go on in their speculations; and he feared that b 
next December they should have an account of 
empty boxes. He asserted, without fear of con- 
tradiction, that many of the deposit banks were 
not able to repay the money to the Government 
which they were intrusted with, and pay the debts 
due their creditors. It was, to be sure, asserted 
that the banks had four dollars to one to pay their 
Government deposits with; but it must be recol- 
lected there were other creditors to be paid besides 
the Government. He alluded to the agent of the 
deposit banks, and asked, if he was not an agent 
of the Government, why it was that he had a 
room in the building occupied by the Treasury 
Department? This She did not consider proper, 
and contended that no individual should be allowed 
to have an office in the same building with the 
Treasury Department who was not connected 
with it, and responsible to the head of that De- 
partment. He went into an examination to show 
the amount of moneys the Government had lost 
by local banks, and argued that the same result 
might again be expected. 

Mr. PIERCE, of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I do not propose to discuss the deposit 
question, though there are few more fruitful sub- 
jects, as experience has taught us, and rione pre- 
senting more ample materials with less of laborious 
research. What power Congress possesses over 
the deposit banks—whether they are safe or un- 
safe—whether they constitute a United States 
bank, to all intents and purposes, as the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Catnovun] alleges 
—and whether that is to be made an objection to 
them, in a certain quarter, as depositories of the 
public moneys—are questions which will very 
pospeny come under our consideration when the 

ill upon your table, for which a special day has 
been assigned, shall be-taken up. At present, 
the question legitimately before the House appears 
to me to be, what is the appropriate and judicious 
mode of seeking the information contemplated 
alike by the original resolution presented by the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Moongaeia tana 
the amendment proposed by his honorable col- 
league? [Mr. Wis] To this question, sir, I 
should have confined myself exclusively, but for 
certain extraordinary assertions and grave charges 
which have been preferred against the Secretary 
of the Treasury; and to repel even these may 
be regarded as the work of supererogation; for 
in this country there is, fortunately, so much 
intelligence—the avenues to correct information, 
open to all, are so multiplied and various—that 
so Administration, and no public officer, can suffer 
long or seriously in consequence of mere bold, 
sweeping denunciation. And he who expects to 
make a successful attack with such weapons 
alone does great injustice to the character of the 

eomanry of this country, in whose hands are 
its destinies. They are watchful of their public 
servants—jealous, if you please—but they are at 
the same time just. They are not convinced, and 
they cannot be alarmed, by mere naked charges 
They look beyond the charges to the evidence 
upon which they are sree and so I trust 
will this House do, before they adopt any new 
and extraordinary course of proceeding. Whether 
Mr. Whitney, whose name has so often been 
introduced in the course of this debate, is the 
agen’. of a corporation, or any number of corpo- 
rations—the agent of individuals, or no agent at 
all—is to me an affair of perfect indifference. If 
he is not a public officer, or in the pay of the 
Government—and I understand that neither is the 
fact—the nature of his oe if such he have, 
and the compensation he may receive for his 
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services, are matters into which I have as little 
curiosity as right to inquire. Whether he occupies 
aroom in the block of buildings a portion of which 
is rented for the accommodation of the Treasury 
Depart 


the avenue, are questions in which t 


men may attempt to make of it in debate. 

But there are other subjects, as the gentleman 
from Ohio justly observed, of the highest import- 
ance. For instance, if the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, or any agent of the Department, by his order, 
or with his approbation, has adopted a new rule, 
with regard to what money shall be received for 
public dues, operating injuriously upon any por- 
tion of the country, it deserves prompt consider- 
ation; the cause of the change should be inquired 
into without delay. This charge the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Bonn} has distinctly made. I 
shall not, in replying, retort the harsh term the 

entleman has thought proper to apply to the 


cretary, but I will pronounce his position erro- | 


neous, and assert that the terms, in this respect, 
have never been more liberal, except during the 


removal of the deposits from the United States | 
Bank. The same construction has been given to | 
the laws relating to this subject from the days of 
Hamilton’s administration to the present time. | 
That the gentleman’s complaint, in this particu- 
lar, is unreasonable and without any foundation, | 
is shown conclusively by a report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, read in the Senate on 'Tuesday 
last; and I wid not take up the time of the House | 
by peenins a proposition which, in that report, 
is clearly demonstrated. I thank the gentleman, | 
Mr. Speaker, for having called the attention of | 
the House particularly to the deposit bank of the | 
State which I have the honor in part to represent— | 
the Commercial Bank at Portsmouth, which the 
gentleman denominates, I suppose by way of | 
eminence, ‘* the special pet in particular of the Sec- | 
retary of the Treasury.’’ Now, a moment’s exam- 
ination will show what constitutes, in the gentle- | 
man’s estimation, ‘‘ a special pet in particular.’? | 
On the 18th of the present month, there was on | 
deposit in the Commercial Bank at Portsmouth | 
$119,713, ovit of which the pensions of the State, | 
your appropriations for the navy-yard at that | 
place, and all other expenditures accruing there, | 
are to be paid. Atthe same date there was on | 
deposit in the city of Cincinnati alone more than | 
two millions of dollars. 
| 


' 
| 


Mr. BOND. The Commercial Bank at Cin- | 
cinnati, by what authority I know not,. has 
established an agency at St. Louis, Missouri, | 
and much the greatest part of the public deposit | 
held by that bank is at this agency, and notin the | 
State of Ohio. : 

Mr. PIERCE resumed: It is quite immaterial | 
—the bank at Cincinnati is responsible for it. | 
There was on deposit in the State of Ohio, at | 
the date before given, $2,455,136, which is more | 


than quadruple the amount on deposit in New || 


Jersey and Delaware, and all the New England 
States together, with the exception of Massachv- | 
setts. Such, sir, is the evidence of favoritism on | 
the part of the Secretary, of which the gentleman | 
from Ohio complains; and he is at liberty to | 
make the most of it. 
The Secretary, in his annual report, under the | 
head, ‘*Deposite Banks andthe Currency,’’ says: | 
“The payments to creditors, officers, and pensioners | 
have been punctual and convenient; and the whole fiscal | 
operations through the State banks have, as yet, proved | 
highly a Incidental to this, the facilities that | 
have been furnished to the commercial community in 
domestic exchanges were probably never greater, or at so 
moderate rates.”’ | 
This the gentleman does not hesitate to pro- 
nounce false. I do not say this of his assertion, | 
but will content myself with opposing to that 
assertion facts, of which he may dispose at-his 
leisure. The deposit banks are required to state, 
on the back of their semi-monthly returns, the 
rates of exchange at the places where they are 
located; and on the 18th of the present month 
those returns show that, at the various points | 
where complaints have been made—at New | 
Orleans, Mobile, Cincinnati, Baltimore, Philade]- | 
phia, and the Atlantic cities—in no instance has _ 
exchange been higher than one per centum, in| 
‘many a half and a quarter, and others at par. | 








ment, or a room on the sero side of | 


e House can || in Cincinnati,) had just informed me that ex- 


feel no possible interest, however much gentle- 


| per centum, and that noconsiderable amount can 


|| into the state of the Planters’ 
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Mr. BOND. I said that it was stated in a 
ne per, received yesterday from Cincinnati, 
that the notesof all the Ohio banks out of the city 
were at a discount of four to five per centum; and 
that a friend of mine, now here, (but who resides 


change could not be had there, on Philadelphia 
or New York, for less than one to oneanda half 


had at either of these rates. 

Mr. PIERCE. Undoubtedly; and the gentle- 
man’s friend has been no more unfortunate in 
finding high rates of exchange than individuals 
and the teeming press in other places. Ido not 
say that there is a panic-manufacturing spirit 
abroad, but I feel bound to rely upon official 
statements from the different points, in preference 
to the declaration of any individual or any news- 
paper paragraph. Decided exception has been 
taken to one of the articles of agreement entered 
into between the Government and the deposit 
banks. It is in the following words: 


“If the Secretary of the Treasury shall think proper to 
employ an agent or agents to examine and report upon the 


suspension of specie payments, than since the || 2¢counts and condition of the banks in the service of the 


Government, or any of them, the said bank agrees to pay an 
equitable proportion of his or their expenses and compen- 
sation, according to such apportionment as may be made 
by the said Secretary.” - 

Is it not the duty of the Secretary, as a faithful 
public officer, to make every provision which 
prudence can suggest for the safe-keeping of the 
public moneys? Should he hold no control over 
the agents of his own appointment’? While the 
banks consent to a stipulation of this kind, it is 


the people should object. 
ferring to this article, which is regarded with so 
much alarm, is chiefly to state that no agent has 
ever been appointed by the present Secretary, 


two occasions since the withdrawal of the de- 
posits from the United States Bank, with neither 
of which the mysterious Mr. Whitney had any 
connection; one of those agencies, which was to 








difficult to conceive why the representatives of | 
But my object, in re- | 


and that the power has been exercised only on | 





examine into the condition of the Union Bank 
at Baltimore—suggestions against its solvency 
having been made during the panic era—consisted 
of Mr. Reverdy Johnson, (then, and I believe 
now, a decided opponent of the present Admin- 


the same period, upon similar suggestions, Judge 
Ellis, of Mississippi, was appointed to inquire 
ank. These are 
the only occasions on which the power has been 
exercised. 

Where, Mr. Speaker, is the evidence of induce- 


is the evidence of the more extraordinary charge 
of the same gentleman, that the Secretary has | 
done it? Is it to be found in the document which | 
I hold in my hand, going fully and minutely into 
this subject, and showing where, and how, every 
dollar of your public aren deposited at the 
time of itsdate? No, sir! No, sir! The Secreta- 
ry has not only given a specific and detailed state- 
ment upon the subject, but he has more than once 
appealed to you to take away his present broad 
latitude of discretion, under which, without your 
legislation, he is compelled to act; and that re- 
quest is repeated in this very report. The Sec- 
retary says: 

“The Department is aware that, in the present overflow- 
ing condition of the Treasury, the regulation of these opera- 
tions, with the selection and superintendence of the de- 
posit banks, is a task of no small difficulty and delicacy ; 
and when governed by a strict and uniform adherence to 
sound principles, as has been attempted, must necessarily 
lead to inany disappointed applications. But in the absence 
of that specific legislation on the subject, which has been, 
and still is, earnestly requested, the Department has not 
hesitated (it is hoped faithfully) to discharge, and frankly 
to explain, the duties, and the high and painful responsi- 
bility which so much discretionary power has imposed. ” 

I believe this high responsibility could hardly 
be intrusted to abler or more faithful hands; but 
I would not have it rest even there. All I say is, 
let us attend toour own appropriate du;ies, before 
we heap grave charges upon coérdinate depart- 
ments of the Government. If the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Wise] was not misled himself, 
his remarks in relation to the report, of which he 
complains as not containing the whole truth, were 


istration,) and Mr. Howard, of Baltimore. About | 


ment on the part of the present Secretary to con- | 
ceal aught from the public eye, as charged by the || 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise;] or where } 
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manifestly calculated to mislead the public. Tha 

report was not made by the present Secretary, 
but by another distinguished individual, who has 
récently been appointed by the President and his 
constitutional advisers—to which body of consti- 
tutional advisers that report was made.—to a sit- 
uation which, in point of dignity and high re- 
sponsibility, is hardly infer™r to that of the Chief 
Magistracy itself, I could add nothing, if I were 


| disposed, to such a commentary upon the report 
| and the gentleman making it. 


Mr. WISE explained. I was perfectly aware 
that the report of 1833-’34, was made by Mr. 
Taney, and not by the present Secretary; and 
what I said on the floor was, that Mr. Secretary 
Woodbury had, ‘‘ by authority,’® in the Globe, 
adopted that answer or report as his own at this 
time; and that answer is false, and Mr. Secretary 
knew it to be false. 

Mr. PIERCE resumed. I am not here to dis- 
cuss articles that may appear in the Globe, edito- 
rial or otherwise. If the gentleman from Virginia 


| chooses to put the Globe upon the stand asa 


witness, and take all that witness shall say, I 
certainly cannot object. 

Mr. WISE. ill the gentleman from New 
Hampshire deny that the Secretary did authorize 


of the article alluded to? 


r. PIERCE. No, sir; I will neither deny 
nor admit that he gave such authority. I make no 


|| inquiries into the authority upon which the editor 
| of the Globe makes publications. 
| presume, upon his own responsibility, as I do 
| upon mine. 


He acts, [ 


Sir, the change in form which the gentleman 
from Virginia proposes, inintroducing his amend- 
ment, is a mere mockery. If adopted, you send 
to the Secretary for certain information; and you 
say to him, at thesame time, ‘‘ Sir, doubting your 
integrity, we send a committee to oversee you, 
and see that you keep nothing back!’? Mr. 
Speaker, if the House really believe that such a 
supervision is necessary, the manly way would 
be to meet it atonce—not attempt to conceal their 
| doubts under so slight a veil of affected courtesy. 
The gentleman from Virginia admitted, on a 
| former occasion, and again in his modification, 


| that the mode proposed by his honorable col- 


league [Mr. Dromcoote] is the ordinary course, 
and the one sanctioned by the usages of this 
House. 

Mr. WISE. I did not admit that the course 
proposed by my amendment would violate the 
usage of this House; but I contended that usage 
had been complied with, and, if not complied with, 
our experience of the Post Office derangement 
should teach us to abolish it; and I changed the 
form of my amendment to make it less obnoxious 
to the previous question. 

Mr. PIERCE resumed. Well, sir, it seems I 





misunderstood the gentleman; but whether he 
admitted it or not is of no consequence for the 
purposes of my argument. I can appeal with con- 
fidence to the experience of all gentlemen upon 
this floor for confirmation of what I did under- 
stand to be the gentleman’s admission. What, 
then, would the gentleman propose ? Does he pro- 
pose to change the usage generally, and instead 
of calling upon the heads of Department, when 
information of public interest is desired, to insti- 
tute a committee at once, with power to send for 
persons and poem? No, sir; this would be pre- 
posterous. I ask gentlemen, then, upon what 
ground they propose to depart from the common 
usage in this particular instance ? Has the Secre- 
tary declined furnishing information called for, 
either by the House or any individual member 
of it? Will any — upon the floor declare 
that, within his knowledge, inquiries at the De- 
partment have been evaded, or desired ijnforma- 
tion withheld? Sir, I fearlessly assert that noth- 
ing of the kind has ever occurred; and cannot but 
regard the attacks which have been made upon 
the Department as most extraordinary and un- 
justifiable. Who has ever before heard, upon this 
floor, the head of any one of the Departments, 
without any examination, and without any evi- 
dence spread before the House, charged with a 
foul connection with an individual to defraud the 
revenue of the Government? I believe it is with- 
out a parallel. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not stand here as the apolo- 

















































FREELY ON LS me net i 






























































































































































A416 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


April 29, 





geet he Secretary of the Treasury; in his life, 
le never needed any man to-appear for in 
thatcharacter. The ability, the untiri inne, 
and the fidelity with which he has di e 
duties of various high and responsible trusts, are 
known to all men of all parties in this House 
and to the country. His character is elevate 
above individual assqult, and needs not individual 
enlogium. His whole career, as a public officer, 
challenges the most scrutinizing inquiry, and | 
stands forth its own sure and triumphant vindi- | 
cation. : | 

If abuses exist in any Department of this Gov- 
ernment, 1 am as anxious that they should be 
exposed and punished as the gentleman from | 
Virginiacan be. But the summary course pro- 
posed by his amendment—the departure from the | 
common courtesy and established usages of this | 
House—would be a reflection upon the Secretary, 
under which he ought not in justice to rest 
while the examination shall] be in progress, with- 
out some specific and substantial reason. If the 
ordinary course shall not prove successful—if the || 
original resolution shall not elicit the information, || 
and all the information needed, I, for one, will | 
cheerfully unite in raising a committee, with 
plenary powers, for the most free and ample 
investigation. 





to the Department, will not this course prove 
most satisfactory to ourselves? Little time will 


be lost; the call embraces few and simple inquiries, || but withdrew it at the suggestion of 
which may be, and I venture to say will be, |! 


promptly answered. 


ns gandawten from Virginia [Mr. Wise] has || from Virginia,and hoped he would not then press 


charged upon the Secretary a reluctance to sub- 
mit to am investigation, and contrasted his course 


with that of Mr. Crawford and Mr. Hamilton on || 


former occasions. Where is the evidence of such 
reluctance? I fearlessly assert that there is no 
repugnance on the part of the head of the Treas- | 
ury Department to any investigation the House | 
may choose to instance, by committee or other- 
wise, into his conduct asa public officer, official 
or unofficial; and the remarks I have submitted | 
have been prompted by no consideration of what | 
he would desire, but by a conviction of what is | 
due to justice and to ourselves. 

Mr. GILLET obtained the floor; but 

The CHAIR announced the arrival of the hour | 
for proceeding to the orders of the day. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved a suspension of the | 





rules for this day for the purpose of proceeding 
in the consideration of his resolution; which mo- | 
tion was lost—ayes 90, noes 55; two thirds not | 
voting therefor. 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, and in | 
further execution of the special order of the 26th | 
of January last, the House resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Mason, of Virginia, inthe chair,) and took 
up the * bill making appropriations for the sup- 
port of the Army for the year 1836.”’ 
There were two motions pending—the first b 
Mr. Camsretenc to amend the bill in the fol- 





lowing clause: ‘ for the armament of the forifica- || 


tions, $200,000,” by striking out this sum and 
inserting ** $1,224,301.”’ 

The other motion was the following amend- 
ment, submitted by Mr. Mercer: 

Strike out the whole clause, and insert : 

For the purchase or construction of a foundery for ord- 
nance at such place as the Seeretary of War, with the ap- 
probation of the President of the United States, may select, 
and for defraying the expenses of conducting the operations 
of such foundery for one year, including the purchase of 
necessary tools and material~, the sum of hundred 
thousand dollars; and that the further sum of hundred | 
thousand dollars, be appropriated to the purchase of ord- | 
nance for immediate use. 

The latter amendment was the one immediately 
pending. , 

Mr. MOORE who was entitled to the floor, | 
addressed the House atlength. He commenced 
by an examination of some of the positions laid 
dewn by the gentleman from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Tuompson,} in his speech on the Navy 
appropriation bill, in reference to the laboring 
rtion of the community. Mr. M. said it was 
idle to deny that the time was coming, and then 
was, when the gulf between the ocracy and 
the aristocracy would be widened, and its lines 











| The principles of the Democracy were really con- | 
| servative—those of their opponents destructive. 


| property having been invaded by the people, 
|| there were five thousand where they had been | 


|| the aristocracy. All history testified to this fact; 
'and he referred to the almost innumerable in- 


ray of honor, virtue, or patriotism. After pro- 
" ; | ceeding for about an hour; Mr. M. was compelled | 
Laying aside all considerations of what is due || to give way, without concluding, from physical | 


| 


|| proposition of the gentleman, and should prob- 


| he adverted to the extraordinary fact of gentle- 






defense of the character of the laboring classes 
from the aspersions cast upon them, that the rich | 
were in danger from their principles. He repelled 

such a stigma with indignation. They were 
friends of freedom, in fayor of equality of polit- 
ical franchise with reference to persons only, and 
not to property, and opposed to monopolies of 
all kinds. Mr. M. dwelt at length upon the 
various slanders and calumnies cast upon the 
workingmen—the friends of Democracy and equal 
rights, the real Democracy of the country—with 
reference to the rights of property, agrarianism, 
&c., all of which he examined and replied to. 


distinetly marked out. He then entered into a 


Where there was one instance of the rights of 
violated, disregarded , and trampled to the dust, by | 


stances of the ancient republics and kingdoms. | 
The history of the aristocracy, through all ages 
of the world, was a continued series of rapine, | 
plunder, villany, and perfidy, without a single | 


| exhaustion. 
Mr. BYNUM moved that the committee rise; | 





Mr. CAMBRELENG, who said a few words | 
| in opposition to the amendment of the gentlemar | 
| it, for its effect would be to retard the repairs of | 
| the fortifications. 
| Mr. MERCER remarked, that his amendment | 


'| did not differ essentially from that of the gentle- | 
||} man from New York, and he was decidedly of 


| opinion that such a work as it contemplated ought 
to be constructed. He was not opposed to the 


| ably go with him to the whole extent of the 
| $1,200,000; but he thought it right that the Gov- 
| ernment, following the examples of Great Britain 
| and France, should cast its own cannon instead | 
of providing it by contract. 


|| Mr. McKEON was disposed to give the prop- | 


| osition of the gentleman from Virginia all the | 


|| plus revenue, 


*~. 


digested from the documents of the War Depart. 


ment. He referred to the marine force and forti- 
fications of Great Britain and France, and con. 
trasted them with our own Navy and defenseless 
frontiers. He went on to show that the various 
recommendations for works of absolute necessit 
for the public defense would more than abson, 
all the surplus revenue for years to come. Those 
of the War and Navy Departments involved an 
amount of above a hundred millions, and there 
were now about seven hundred bills before Con- 
gress, seventy of which alone would require an 
appropriation of upwards of $27,000,000. The 
unappropriated balance in the Treasury at this 
time was said to be $32,000,000 e then 
reviewed the progenies to distribute the sur- 
and pointed out the baneful tend- 

ency and corrupting and demoralizing effects of 
carrying such a scheme into effect. After pro- 
ceeding at length on these topics, Mr. McK. 
concluded, an 

Mr. McCOMAS obtained the floor, and on 
that gentleman’s motion the committee rose and 
reported. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The bill making appropriations for the naval 


|| service for the year 1836, returned from the Sen- 


ate with amendments, was, on motion of Mr, 
CAMBRELENG, taken up, and the amendments 
read. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said that, as the amend- 


‘|| ments contained some original propositions, it 


was necessary that the bill should be committed 


‘| to the Committee on Naval Affairs, as the new 
|| subject ought to undergo their inquiry. These 


were appropriations for a steam battery, for an 
exploring expedition te the South sea, and 
$200,000 towards marine barracks, objects not 
already provided for by law. Mr. C. then made 
that motion. 

Mr. McKIM moved a reference of the bill and 
amendments to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

The question was taken on the first motion, 





and was decided in the affirmative—ayes 83, noes 


|| not counted; and it was accordingly referred to 


the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


PRINTING DOCUMENTS. 
Mr. PHILLIPS rose and requested the chair- 


| attention its importance demanded, but he did | man of the Committee of Ways and Means to 


not think that the proper place for it. He, how- | 
| ever, should avail himseif of that occasion to enter | 
at length into the discussion brought up by the | 
| gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Beit,] some of | 
| whose charges he noticed and reptied to. One | 
| of those charges was in reference to the Govern- | 
| ment press. He asked why it was that these at- 
| tacks had not*heretofore been made by the same 
| gentleman upon other presse8 that had been con- | 
| nected with the two Houses of Congress? and | 


| men pavetetarn a8 epppete principles, now acting | 
| together against the Administration. He denied | 
| that the friends of the Administration were the | 
| cause of the defeat of the proposed amendment to | 
| the Constitution with reference to an election of | 
| President by the House. At this very moment | 
| such a mode of election was openly advocated | 
by many of the opposition presses in the North, 
and it was the very principle on which they were 
endeavoring to elect one of their many candi- | 
dates. He adverted to what Mr. Bett called | 
‘* humbugs,”’ viz: the Baltimore convention, and 
the expunging resolution; the only answer to 
which charge was, that they were the work of | 
the people. Mr. McK. dwelt at length upon | 
the policy of the present Administration, and 
many of its leading measures, particularly with 
| regard to the Bank of the United States, our for- 
eign diplomacy, extinction of the debt, removal 
‘of the Indians, &c., in reply to the attack made 
upon it by Mr. Bett, as bees a corrupt one. 
Mr. McK. was in favor of a general system of 
defense, by four modes: fortifications, navy, in- 
ternal communications, and the militia. These 
should be constructed or provided on three great 
points—our frontier bordering on the British 
provinces, the west and southwest frontier, and 
the maritime frontier. On these propositions he 
dwelt at considerable length, and referred to a 
variety of details and statements drawn and 











move to have printed sundry communications 
Mr. P. understood to be in that gentleman’s pos- 
session, addressed to him officially from the War 
Department, in relation to arming fortifications. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied that they had 
all been printed, with the exception of a letter he 
had read to the House on yestenday. Mr. C. 
then moved that that document be printed; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. McKIM, on leave, submitted a motion to 
print five thousand extra copies of the réports of 
the Secretaries of War and of the Navy on the 
subject of the public defense; which wasagreed to. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a statement showing the quantity of 
acres of the public Jands unsold within the limits 
of the several States and Territories; also the 
number of acres appropriated for objects of inter- 
nal improvement, education, &c., and the amount 
of the cost of all the public lands acquired by the 
Government; which was, on motion of Mr. Dun- 
Lap, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fruway, -fpril 29, 1836. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of James 
Jones, praying Congress to authorize the issuing 
to him of a patent for some lands in Missouri; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to whom had been referred the petition of 
sundry citizens of Philadelphia, praying for the 
erection of a new custom-house, moved that the 
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committee be discharged from the further consid- | 


eration thereof, and that it be referred to the 
Committee Sn Commerce; which motion was 
agreed to. 


Mr. W., from the same committee, to whom 
had been referred the bill from the House making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- 

nses of the Government for the year 1836, re- 

rted the same with amendments; which were 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W., from the same committee, reported 
also, without amendment, the bill from the House 
providing for the salaries of certain officers therein | 
named, and for other purposes, and gave notice | 
that he should call up the above appropriation | 
bills on Tuesday next. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the | 
Judiciary, made an unfavorable report on the pe- 
tition of Jeptha Wilkinson. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported without amendment the bill 
for the relief of Benedict Alford and Robert Pugh. 


RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BENTON submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause the Senate to be informed whether any 
branch of the public service has suffered, or is likely to 
suffer, any injury, loss, neglect, or delay for want of timely 
and adequate appropriations. 

Mr. HENDRICKS submitted the following 
resolution; which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to cause 
a reconnoissance or survey to be made of the Manitowoc 
river, in the Territory of Wisconsin, from its mouth to the 
Winnebago lake ; also a reconnoissance or survey of the Fox 
river, from Green Bay to the Wisconsin Portage, with a view | 
to the improvement of those rivers. 

Mr. BROWN submitted the following resolu- 
lution; which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Commtitee on Military Affairs inquire 
into the expediency of reporting a bill for the payment to 
North Carolina of certain sums of money and interest paid | 
by said State for the prosecution of the late war with Great 
Britain, and which have been disallowed at the Department; 
and particularly for the purchase : Ist., of ammunition, pow- 
der, and flints, &c., and for transportatien; 2d., of clothing, 
&c.; 3d., of mene in repaiting forts, &c.; and lastly, for 
the pay and subsistence of militia, and for such other ex- 
penditures as are justly chargeable to the General Govern- 
ment. 

. Mr. MOORE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of allowing to Captain William 
East, of Madison county, Alabama, fifty-six dollars for one 
hundred and twelve pair of horse shoes furnished to a part 
of Major Russell’s battalion of General Coffee’s brigade, in 
the service of the United States during the late war. | 


RECONSIDERATION. 

Mr. WEBSTER rose to movea reconsideration | 
of the vote on eing to the resolution just sub- | 
mitted by Mr. Benton. It was an extraordinary | 
resolution, (he said,) and ought to take the usual | 
course of lying on the table one day. Had he been | 
in his seat when the vote was taken, he should 
have opposed its consideration at that time. 

Mr. BENTON said he was willing to have the 
vote reconsidered, and for the resolution to lie one 
day. It was, he admitted, anextraordinary reso- 
lution, but it was introduced on an extraordinary 
occasion. Here they were voting money to dis- 
tribute among the States, while they refuse to 
appropriate money for the expenditures of the 

overnment, though it was known that the public 
service was suffering. 

Mr. WEBSTER said that he only wanted the 
resolution to take the usual course. 

The vote on adopting the resolution was then 


reconsidered, and the resolution lies on the table 
one day. 








VERMONT MILITIA. 


On motion of Mr. KING, of Alabama, the bill to 
provide for the payment of a regiment of Vermont 
militia, who served at the battle of Plattsburg, was 


n up. 

The bill (Mr. K. said) had, in the absence of 
some necessary information, which he believed 
was now in the possession of the Senator from 
Vermont, been laid on the table on his Or. a 
motion, and it was for that reason that he move 
to take it up. . ; 

The bill was then taken up, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole; and after some 


| 
The resolution from the House to suspend from || 


‘| Dancin 





remarks from Messrs. PRENTISS and GOLDS- 
BOROUGH in its support, and from Mr. KING 
of Alabama in opposition to it, on the ground that 
the evidence it contained was not suflicient, the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


HOUSE RESOLUTION REFERRED. 


| sale certain lands acquired by the treaty of 
Rabbit creek, was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


PROCEEDS OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


e bill to appropriate, for a limi i the || F : 
The P the a of ae eokeaeinade | unanimous consent of the House to submit the 


| following resolution: 


net proceeds o 


among the States, and to grant lands to the States, 
came up on its third reading. 


pied the floor until the usual hour of adjournment. 
The bill was then, by general consent, laid on 
table. 


journ. He had no disposition (he said) to delay 
the vote on the land bill, but he hoped it would 


northwestern frontier was such that he wished 
to know what Congress would do for its protec- 
tion, before the vote on the land bill was taken. 
Mr. L. then withdrew his motion to adjourn, at 
the request of 

Mr. MORRIS, who moved that when the Sen- 
ate adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Tuesday next, 
the House of Representatives having adjourned 
over to that day. 





Mr. HILL called for the yeas and nays on || 


this motion; which were ordered; and the ques- 
tion was decided inthe negative by the following 
vote: 


YEAS—Messrs. Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, | 


Ewing of IUinois, Ewing of Ohio, Goldsborough, Grundy, 
Leigh, McKean, Manguin » Morris, Niles, Preston, Robinson, 
«Ruggles, Shepley, Swift, and Tallmadge—19. 


NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
eet oe Hubbard, Kent, King of Alabama, 


Davis, 


King of Georgia, Knight, Linn, Naudain, Nicholas, Porter, 


Prentiss, Robbins, Southard, Tomlinson, Walker, Webster, 


White, and Wright—24. 
Mr. RUGGLES moved that when the Senate 
adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 





Messrs. MORRIS and WALKER addressed | 
the Senate in speeches of great length, force, and || 
argument, in opposition to the bill, having occu- || 


Mr. LINN rose to move that the Senate ad- ||, 





| not be taken before Tuesday. The state of the | 











Objection being made, Mr. H. moved to sus- 
pend. the rules, for the pu of presenting the 
resolution, with a view to having it laid on the 
eile: and printed, intending to call it up next 
week, 

Mr. RIPLEY asked for the yeas and nays on 


the motion to suspend the rules; which were not 
ordered. 


The motion to suspend the rules was then neg- 
atived without a count. 


INDEPENDENCE OF TEXAS. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, asked the 


Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency and propriety of 


| this Government acknowledging and recognizing the inde- 


pendence of Texas. 
Objection being made, Mr. W. moved to sus- 


_ pend the rules, for the purpose of offering the res- 
| olution; which was negatived. 


WEST POINT ACADEMY. 


Mr. HAWES asked the consent of the House 
to submit a resolution, proposing to set apart 
Wednesday next, from twelve to one o’clock, for 
the consideration of a resolution offered by him 
on the 7th of January, proposing an inquiry into 
the expediency of introducing a bill to reorgan- 
ize the West Point Academy. 

Objection being made, Mr. H. moved to sus- 
pend the rules for the purpose stated; which was 
not carried, 


SUSPENSION OF LAND SALES. 


Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported the following joint resolution: 


A resolution to suspend the sale of a part of the public 
lands acquired by the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 

the United States of America in Congress assembled, That so 

much of the public lands acquired by the treaty conciuded 
| with the Choctaw nation of Indians, at Dancing Rabbit 

creek, on the 28th of September, 1830, as has been con- 
ditionally or otherwise located by the locating agent of the 

United States, to persons claiming reservations under the 

fourteenth article of said treaty, be withheld from public 

sale until the further order of Congress. 


Mr. B. adverted to the importance of the res- 
olution, and the necessity for speedy action upon 
it. The resolution had received the unanimous 


1 





Ir. BUCHANAN opposed the motion, and || assent of the committee, and there was a like 


called for the yeas and nays. They had arrived 


unanimity as to the remedy which should ulti- 


(he said) at a stage of the session when they || mately be adopted. He moved that the resolu- 


had but little time to spare. They ought to act 
speedily on the appropriation bills, for which 
the ublic service was suffering. 


tion be considered at that time; which was agreed 
to. 


After a word or two of explanation by Messrs. 


r. Rueeies’s motion was negatived—yeas || SEVIER and BELL, the resolution was read the 


13, nays 29; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Ewing of 
|| INinois, Goldsborough, Hendricks, McKean, Morris, Niles, 


Preston, Robinson, Ruggles, and Shepley—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Davis, Ewing of Obio, Grundy, Hill, Hubbard, Kent, 
King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Knight, Leigh, Linn, 
Naudain, Nicholas, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, 
Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, Walker, Webster, 
White, and Wright—29. 


Mr. EWING observed that, as several mem- 
bers would be absent on Saturday and Monday, 
he would not call up the land bill until Tuesday 
next. 

Mr. WRIGHT gave notice to the Senate that 


he would, on Monday, call up the bill to regulate || ber of those who were entitled, under the laws of Congress 


the deposits of the public mone 


On motion of Mr. LINN, the Resets adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, “April 29, 1836. 
The Hon. Tuomas J. Wuittiesey, of Con- 


necticut, elected to supply the vacancy occasioned || and ordered to be printed. 


by the death of the 
appeared, was qualified, and took his seat. 


REFUGEES FROM TEXAS. 


on. Zatmon WiLpMaN, 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the Secretary of War be instructed to cause to be issued 
rations to such suffering families as are destitute of provis- 
ions, who have been driven by the casualties of war within 
the limits of the United States from the province of Texas, 
pad whe om ce ini rt Oe ree eee, rie, 

is opinion, be ma it prudent necessary to 
vent said families from absolute suffering. = 


Mr. HUNTSMAN asked the consent of the 
House to submit the following joint resolution: 


second and third times, and passed. 


OFFICERS, ECT., OF THE LATE WAR. 


Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported the following resolution; which 
was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to this House the number of officers, non-com- 
missioned officers, and soldiers of the organized militiamen 
mounted militiamen, volunteers, and ers, who entered 
the service of the United States under the several acts of 
Congress providing for the defense of the country during 
the late war with Great Britain, and were regularly dis- 
charged ; distinguishing the different description of corps, 
lime when they respectively entered the service, and term 
of continuance therein; and also ishing the num- 


to a bounty of lands from the United States by reason of 
such service, from those to whom no such bounty was prom- 
ised by law. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the com- 
mittee on Claims, made adverse reports upon 
various petitions; which were laid on the table, 


PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE. 


Mr. W. B. SHEPARD, from the Committee 
for the District of Columbia, reported the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings be 
directed to have the dust scraped from Pennsylvania ave- 
nue, between the Capitol and the President’s square, and 
that part of the avenue watered during the sessioa of Con- 
gress. d : «” 

Mr. HAWES opposed the resolution. He con- 
sidered it a new way of getting resolutions before 
the House, for a gentleman to attempt on one day 
to get.in.a resolution, and failing in that, on the 
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next day to have it reported from a committee. 
He called for the yeas and nays on the passage 
of the resolution; which were not ordered. | 

Mr. HARPER did not think that the avenue 





} 


President's house, in warm dry weat 
men, and he considered the money would be 
completely thrown away. 

Mr. PARKER said there was no provision for 
paying the expense to be incurred by the Com- 
missioner of Bublic Buildings. If it involved an 
appropriation, it ought to be considered in com- 
mittee; and if it was to come outof the contingent | 
fund of the House it ought to go to the commit- 
tee which had charge of that subject. 
however, opposed to the resolution. 

Mr. W. B. SHEPARD said it was a smiall | 
matter, and he should not have said a word, was | 


He was, | 


it not to correct a mistake of the gentleman from || 


Kentucky, [Mr. Hawes.] The resolution was | 
not reported at the request of the gentleman who 
had offered a similar one on aformerday. He | 
was not in the Hall at the time that resolution | 
was proposed to be submitted; but the resolution 


had been oe in consequence of suggestions 


from a number of members of the House to the | 
Committee on the District. The same thing had 
been done a few years ago, and the expense only 


|| To the Senate and House of Representatives : 


amounted to one hundred and forty dollars. 


Mr. BOULDIN said he was a member of that 
committee, though recently put on it, 
but littl of the duties of the committee. 


He knew | ; : 
He |, by various members, when, without taking the 


| | 
knew that the Pennsylvania avenue was made by || 1¥estion on the passage of the bill, 


Congress, and was a nuisance in summer, and | 
not far short of it in winter, and he thought it | 


ought to be remedied as far as well could be. He | 


thought we might at least prevent the mischief 
while we were here, and contributed so much to 
raise the dust. Congress, no doubt, made it with 
the best of intentions, but the stone was bad, and 


the street was a nuisance, and we oughtto remedy | 


it as far as we we!l could. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE wished to know whether 
it was competent for the House to instruct the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings to incur this 
expense ? 

r. W. B. SHEPARD read to the House the 
duties of the Commissioner of Public Buildings, | 
and stated that the same thing had been required | 
of the Commissioner heretofore, and he made no 
objection to doing it. 

{r. BOULDIN said he understood that the 
streets belonged to the United States, and the | 
superintendent had the management of the whole. | 

r. LANE said the United States had exclu- | 
sive jurisdiction over this subject. They had put | 
the avenue ina situation very yncomfortable to | 
the officers of the Government, as well as citizens, | 
to travel upon, and it was almost impossible to | 
pass itin a windy, dry day. The dust was con- 
sidered injurious to the lungs and eyes; and as 
the street belonged to the Government he con- 
sidered they ought to have it cleared of dust. 

Mr. BOON said, if this was a nuisance created 
by Congress, they ought to extend the removing 
of it beyond the sitting of Congress, and not have 
it merely for the benefit of members during the 
session. 

Mr. BOULDIN said that, if the gentleman 
thought the dust ought to be kept on the whole 
year, perhaps he was right. e found it diffi- 
cult to get it done for the time we were here. If 
this House, without the Senate, could not appro- 
priate the nemer let the resolution be joint. 

Mr. PARKER moved to lay the resolution on 
the table, and on that motion called for the yeas 


The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay the resolution on the table; which motion was 
disagreed to. 

r. MANN said, when the avenue was cleaned 
a few years ago, the top was only scraped off, 
and gentlemen had as much dust blowing in their 
eyes afterwards as they had before. He thought, 
if it was to be cleaned at all, it ought to be swept, 
so as to remove the dust entirely. 

Mr. BOON moved an amendment, as follows: 
* That the watering should be continued during the dusty 
season. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Boon’s 
amendment; which was disagreed to. 


After some further remarks by Mr. HAWES 


| 


| 





| interposition of Congress to procure justice to 


| 


| 


| 


| recognizes slavery; which was laid on the table. 


and nays; which were not ordered. ond reading. 





* 
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in opposition to the of the resolution, he 
moved to refer it to the Committee on Accounts. 
Mr. LANE made some further remarks in 


| support of the resolution; and Mr. HAWES in 
could be kept watered from the er to the |, 
1 


er, by fifty || 2 


ea thereto; when 

Mr. VINTON called for the orders of the day. | 

| ARUNDEL MANUSCRIPTS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the | 

following message from the President of the | 

United States; which was referred to the Joint 


Committee on the Library, and ordered to be 
printed: 


WasuinoTon, “April 29, 1836. 


it affords me pleasure to transmit to Congress a copy of | 


the catalogue of the Arundel Manuscripts in the British |; entered on the Journal:’? And whereas each 


Museum, which has been forwarded to me, as will be per- | 


that institution, for the ‘purpose of bein 
United States Library. ANDRE 


BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills were read the third time, 
| and passed: 
| A bill for the relief of Robert Murray; | 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Bra- | 
ham, late receiver of public moneys at Huntsville, | 
Alabama; 

A bill for the relief of Nancy Haggart; and 

A bill for the relief of James Trumbull. 

A bill for the relief of Michael Thornton was 
read the third time, and discussed at some length 


placed in the 
JACKSON. 


| Mr. MANN,of New York, moved an adjourn- 





| ment, which was carried; and 
| The House adjourned until Tuesday next, at 
ten o’clock, a. m. 
| IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, 4pril 30, 1836. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Augustus 
Jones, of Missouri, on behalf of the Washington 
Turnpike Company, for two hundred feet of the 





| made from Caledonia to the Mississippi river; 
' which was referred to the Committee on Roads 


the public revenu 
' upon himself authority mal wer not 


“Resolved, That the President, in the late executive pro- 


ceeding in relation to has assumed 


nferred by the 


, Constitution and laws, but in derogation of both:*? 


And whereas, upon the question whether said resoly- 


tion should be adopted, it was desired by one fifth of the 


| 
i Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
|, Structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
'| aremedy for the evils which have occurred by the destruc- 
|| tion, by the recent calamitous fire in Huntsville, of all the 
|| important records of the district court of the United States 


public lands on each side of a road about being | 


Senators present that the same should be taken by yeas 


| and nays, and the votes of the several members now stand 


recorded on the Journal of the Senate: And whereas, the 
said resolution still remains on the Journal of the Senate 


|| in full force, not rescinded, reversed, repealed, Or annulled, 


and cannot now be expunged, cancelea, or in any manner 


'| obliterated or defaced, without violating that clause of the 


Consutution of the United States which is in the followin 

words, to wit: “Each House shall keep a Journal of its 
proceedings, and from time to time publish the same, ex. 
cepting such parts as may in their ae require se- 
erecy ; and the yeas and nays of either House, on any ques. 
tion, shall, at the desire of one fifth of those present, be 
nator, be- 
| fore taking his seat, was bound to take, and did take, an 


ceived from the inclosed letter, on behalf of the trustees of || oath to sappers said Constitution: And whereas, the Presj- 


| dent of the United States, in the late executive proceedings 

in relation to the public revenue, alluded to in said resolu- 
tion, did not, in the opinion of this Senate, assume upon 
, himself authority and powers not conferred upon him by 


|| the Constitution and laws: Therefore, 


It is resolved, That the said resolution, and the opinion 

therein expressed, be, and the same hereby are, rescinded, 
reversed, and annulled; and it is hereby declared that the 
said resolution ought not to be considered as having had, or 
a3 now or hereafter having, any force or effect whatever. 


Mr. MOORE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered, and agreed to: 


| for the northern district of Alabama ; and also into the ex- 

| weed of making an appropriation to aid the county of 
adison, now projecting public buildings for the county 

| to provide suitable apartments for the accommodation 0} 


:| the said district court of the United States. 


Mr. ROBBINS laid on the table a resolution 


|| directing the Committee on the Library to inquire 
|| into the expediency of purchasing 
i| of a map of the seat of war in Florida. 





copies 


PATENT TO A BRITISH SUBJECT. 
On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the bill granting 
a patent right to John Howard Ryan, a subject 
| of the King of Great Britain, for his discovery or 
invention for preserving vegetable substances 


and Canals, and ordered to be printed. | from decay, was taken up; and the bill having 


Mr. SOUTHARD presented the memorial of a 


| delegation of the Cherokee Indians, praying the | 
them from the United States; which was referred | 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of New 
Jersey, remonstrating agaihst the admission of 
Arkansas into the Union while its constitution 


been amended by a provision granting patents to 
William Patterson and Elias Carter, also subjects 


| of the same sovereign, was ordered to a third 


reading. 
BEQUEST OF JAMES SMITHSON. 
On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the Senate took 


|| up the bill authorizing the President of the United 
|| States to appoint an agent or agents to prose- 


Mr. HENDRICKS presented hoa ntnnolal at || cute and receive from the British court of chan- 
t 


the Trustees and Facu 
the State of Indiana, representing that the state 

of our national prosperity justifies them in urging | 
the claims of our colleges generally, and especially | 
of their own institution, which is a manual labor | 
college, upon the means and the bounty of the | 
General Government; that it is now in the power | 
of Congress, with scarcely a sensible diminution | 


of the Treasury, to relieve every college in our | 


country from pecuniary embarrassment; and they | 


pray that a portion of the public lands be appro- 


riated in aid of the incorporated colleges in the | 


nited States; which was referred to the Com- || for another ougeet was a still higher power. 
e 


mittee on the Public Lands. 
REPORT FROM COMMITTEE. 


Mr. LEIGH, from the Committee on the Judi- | 
ciary, reported a bill for the relief of George F. 
Strother; which was read, and ordered to a sec- | 





INCENDIARY PUBLICATIONS. 


On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the Senate took | 
up the bill to prohibit the circulation through the | 
mails of incendiary pamphlets, when Mr.GRUN- 
DY submitted, by way of amendment, a substi- 
tute for the whole bill. : 

The amendment was ordered to be printed; and 
the bill was laid on the table. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. WHITE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies on the table one day: 


Resolved, That whereas, on the 28th day of March, 1834, 
| the Senate of the United 
| words following, to wit : 


y of Hanover College, in | 


tates adopted a resolution in the 


| cery the legacy bequeathed to the United States 
by the late James Smithson, of London, for the 
purpose of establishing at Washington city an 
institution for the increase of knowledge among 
men, to be called the Smithsonian University. 


! Mr. PRESTON said, that by this will it was 


| intended that this Governmentshould become the 
beneficiaries of this legacy; and contended that 
if they had not the competence to receive it by 
the Constitution, the act of no individual could 
confer the power on them to do so. He claimed 
that they had not the power to receive the mone 
for national objects; and if so, the expending i 
e 
_controverted the position that if they could not 
| receive it as the beneficiary legatee, they might 
receive it as the fiduciary agent. If they had not 
the power to establish a university without the 
power conferred on them by a grant, they could 
not have it with the grant; or what they could 
not exercise directly, they could not exercise as 
‘trustee. He referred to a report made by Mr. 
Avams, inthe House of Representatives, in which 
the genealogy of Mr. Smithson was given, and 
traced through the line of the illustrious Percys 
and Seymours of vor igme He thought this do- 
| nation had been partly made with a view to im- 
mortalize the donor, and that it was too cheap a 
way of conferring immortality. There was dan- 
| gerof their imaginations being run away with by 
the associations of Chevy Chase ballads, &c., 
and he had no idea of this District being used as 
a fulcrum to raise foreigners to immortality, by 
getting Congress, as the parens patria of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to accept donatiuns from them. 
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The committee had misconceived the facts; the 
bequest was to the United States of America to | 
found a university in the District of Columbia, | 
under the title of the “ Smithsonian University ;”” | 
and the execution of the terms of the legacy was | 
to redound to thepurposes of the donation, which | 
was for the benefit of all mankind. It was gen- | 
eral in its terms, and not limited to the District of | 
Columbia; it was for the benefit of the United 
States, and gould not be received by Congress. | 








Mr. LEIGH said he would thank the gentle- | 


man to inform the Senate that the report he had | 
referred to was made in the House of Represent- | 
atives, and not by a committee of the Senate. | 
The report of the Senate’s committee was simply 
a statement of matters of fact. Mr. L. explained 
the provisions of the will, which were simply 
these: The testator, James Smithson, bequeathed 
to his nephew, James Henry Hungerford, a leg- | 
acy of £100,000 sterling; providing that, if Mr. | 
Hangerford should die without children, the 
legacy should inure to the United States, for the | 
purpose of founding, at the city of Washington, | 
an institution for the increase of knowledge 
among men, to be called the Smithsonian Uni- | 
versity; and the Government had received inform- 
ation from the American consul at London, that 
Mr. Hungerford had lately died without ever 
having been married, and without leaving any 
children. It now became necessary (Mr. L. 
said) for Congress to determine whether it was 
competent for the United States to receive this 
money; and if they should receive it, to take 
measures for carrying the intentions of the tes- 
tator into effect. The committee to whom this 
subject had been referred were all of opinion, 
with the exception of the gentleman from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Preston,] that it was proper 
for the United States to receive this money. 
They had not considered the question at all, 
whether it was in the power of Congress to estab- 
lish a national university; nor was it necessary 
they should do so. They looked upon this be- 
quest as having been made simply for the benefit 
of one of the cities of the District of Colurabia, 
of which Congress was the constitutional guard- 
jan, and could receive and apply the money in 
that form. Congress was the parens patric of 
the District of Columbia, in the sense laid down 
by Blackstone—a power which necessarily be- 
longed to every Government—and could therefore 
very properly receive this trust for a charitable 
ane in the District of Columbia. Congress 
ad in fact exercised this power of parens patria 
of the District in the establishment of an orphan’s 
court, in the erection and support of a peniten- 
tiary, and could create an establishment to take 
care of lunatics; and, indeed, if it did not possess 
this power, in what a deplorable condition would 
this District be! The States of Maryland and | 
Virginia undoubtedly possessed this power; and 
of course Congress derived it as to the District 
from their deeds of cession. He did not look 
upon this legacy to be for the benefit of the United 
| 





States, but for the benefit of one of the cities 
of the District, over which Congress was guard- 
ian, and he had therefore no difficulty in voting 
for the bill. 

Mr. PRESTON was aware of the decision of 
the Supreme Court cited by the Senator from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. I that the people of this Dis- 
trict might be taxed without representation; and | 
he had no doubt that these corporations could 
exercise a trust—but this was not a trust to the 
city of Washington. ‘The United States was the | 
cestui que trust, and not the city of Washington. | 
The corporation of the city of Washington could | 
not enforce this claim in a court of chancery in 
England. If an institution of the kind was de- 
sired, he would prefer it to be established out of 
our own funds, and not have Congress pander to 
the paltry vanity of any individual. If they ac- 
cepted this donation, every whippersnapper vag- 
abond that had been traducing our country might | 
think proper to have his name distinguished in 
the same way. It was-not consistent with the 
oo of the country to accept even the grant 
of a man of noble birth or lineage. 

Mr. CLAYTON said the Senator from South 
Carolina (Mr. Cacuoun] ‘had considered this as 
a donation to the United States. It was not so. 
The United States was merely named in the will 


THE 


| 
| 


Mr. WALKER would not discuss the ques- 


|| South Carolina, [ 
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as the trustee, and was to receive no benefit what- || construction, which was that the United States 


ever. It was merely a charitable object to estab- | was only designated as the trustee, and the 
lish a university in the District of Columbia. || of the city of 
had established similar institutions within | 


The 
| the District of Columbia by actsef Congress, and 


no one doubted the power to permit persons from | 


| other places to be educated in them. 
| Mr. CALHOUN said, if his memory served 
| him, there was opposition made to the passage 
| of those acts. 

* CLAYTON said he believed there was 
| some objection made to the policy, but not to the 
| ae of making the donation. 


It was to be 


in this city woul 
any others. 


| tion was made expressly to the United States. 
By reading the terms in which the bequest was 
| made, it was impossible to conceive otherwise. 


ir. CALHOUN was of opinion that this dona- | 


' 


j 
| 
i 
i 
' 


} 
} 


i 
| 
} 


ocated in the city of Washington, and persons | 
be more benefited by it than | 


| 
| 


} 


The bequest was ‘* to the United States of Amer- | 
ica, for the purpose of establishing, at the city of 


Washington, an institution for the increase of 
knowledge among men.”’ Now, take out the 
words the ‘‘city of Washington,” and the dona- 
tion was clearly to the United States. The words, 
‘the city of Weahlegiees” were only used to 
designate the place where the university was to 
be established, and not by any stretch of the 
meaning of language, to be considered as making 
the donation to the city. He understood the Sen- 
ators on all hands to agree that it was not in the 





sity, and they all agreed that they could establish 
a university in the District of Columbia. Now, 
on this principle, they could not receive the be- 
quest, for the District of Columbia was not even 


designated as the place where the university was 
to be established, and the bequest being expressly 
made to the United States. He thought that, 
acting under this legacy, would be as much the 
| establishment of a national university, as if they 
appropriated money for the purpose; and he 
would indeed much rather appropriate the money, 





from any one. 
rotunda of the Capitol without having his feelings 
outraged by seeing that statue of Mr. Jefferson, 
which had been placed there contrary to their 
consent. 

Mr. SOUTHARD said that the Senator from 
South Carolina was mistaken in saying thatevery 
Senator agreed that it was not in the power of 
Congress to establish a national university. He, 
for one, believed that Congress had the unques- 
tionable right to do so. This, however, did not 
involve the constitutionality of the question before 
them, as, in his opinion, the most rigid construc- 
tion of the Constitutidn would not be adverse to 
the bill. Congress had the same right to estab- 


| 


ople 
Washington hada right to call upoa 
Congress as the representatives of the United 
States to execute the trust. 

Mr. DAVIS said this man Smithson, it was 


| said, had devised £100,000 sterling for the estab- 


lishment of a university in the city of Washing- 
ton, to diffuse knowledge among men. It seemed 
to be taken for granted that it was forthe establish- 


| mentofauniversity, although he believed the word 


university was not to be found in the will. Hecould 
not infer why it was so construed, as there were 
other means of diffusing knowledge among men 
besides doing it through the medium of universi- 
ties, and he therefore thought the discussion as 
to the particular design of the will premature. 
He did not regard it as a gift or bequest to the 
Government. If he did, he would have all the 
feelings evinced by the Senator from South Car- 
olina, [Mr. Preston.] The testator had not 
specified what special purpose it was to be ap- 


| plied to, nor when the fund was to be used, and 


Congress might defer using it until it became 
large enough to be used advantageously to the 


ppiposes of diffusing knowledge among mankind. 


they denied the right to establish a university, 


\| they denied the right to establish all institutions 


| 
} 


power of Congress to establish a national univer- || 


named in it; the city of Washington being only | 


} 
} 
| 
' 
{ 
| 


' 


| 


| 
| 


of charity. The same question involved in this 
| was also involved in the incorporation of institu- 
tions which had been incorporated by them in 
| this District. The only question now under con- 
sideration was, whether they should receive this 
|money. He would vote for it, and if they could 
| not devise some appropriate disposition of itafter 


| it was received, he would be willing to send it 


back by the first return packet. 

Mr. CALHOUN asked the Senator from Mas- 

| sachusetts [Mr. Davis] what construction he 

| would put upon the will if the words ‘* at Wash- 

| ington’’ had been left out of it? 

| Mr.DAVISreplied, that he would put the same 

| construction on it then as he did now. His first 

| inquiry would be, whether it was for a charitable 
purpose; and if there was no power to establish 


for he thought it was beneath the dignity of the || the institution in any of the States, he would es- 
United States to receive presents of this kind |! tablish it in the District of Columbia; and if the 
He could never pass through the || power to establish it there was doubted, he would 


establish it in one of the Territories. He deemed 
the establishment of institutions for the diffusion 


|| of knowledge a vital principle of a republican 
|| government. They might as well say that de- 
|| livering lectures in any of the sciences was a 


lish this university, as they had to charter a col- | 


lege in Georgetown or Alexandria. 

Mr. BUCHANAN believed that Congress had 
the power to receive and apply this money to the 
purposes intended by the testator, without involv- 
ing the question whether they had the power to 
establish a national ne or ornot. There was 


no question but that James Smithson, in his life- | 


time, had a right to establish a Snr neee at the 
city of Washington, and call it the Smith 
University; or a national university, if he pleased ; 
and Congress, by receiving and applying this 
bequest, would only act as the trustee of the 


city of Washington, for whose benefit it was |, 


made. 


tion whether this was a national university, 
because he believed that question was not in- 
volved. But he should vote for the bill on the 

ound that Congress would be doing manifest 
injustice to the citizens of the city of 
by refusing to accept the donation. It was true 
that it operated for the benefit of all mankind, 
but not more so than a re 


established at 
Princeton, or any _ 
r. 


t 
lace. ‘The Senator from 
aLuoun,] had said they 
| ought to read the will as if the words ** at Wash- 
| ington”? were left out. He (Mr. W.) did not 
| think so; they ought to read it just as it was in 
' connection with tue whole, and give it its true 


sonian || 


'| There was no difference between a universit 


| national instityion, as to call this one. 


| 


Mr. PRESTON said, the declaration of the 
| Senator from New Jersey (Mr. Sourmarp] had 
satisfied him that this was a national university. 
in 
‘the District of Columbia, for the benefit of all 
| mankind, and a national! university. That Sen- 
ator had not distinguished between the power of 
erecting ree gr and the use to which they were 
appropriated. They had the power to erect build- 
ings in loco parentis patria, for the benefit of the 
District of Columbia; they might erect buildings 
for the maintenance of paupers of the District; 
but if the people of the District, in this case, were 
to have any benefit peculiar to the place, it was 
| in the erection of the buildings alone. He asked 
if the buildings of the Post Office Department 
were erected by Congress as the parens patria of 
the District of Columbia? Had they the right, as 


|| parens patrie of the District of Columbia, to erect 
| this building for the benefit, humani generis of this 
|| District, when it was, in fact, a general charity 


i 
} 
i 
' 
i 
| 


| 


| 


ashington | 


to mankind, including the Confederacy, and not 
| confined to the District of Columbia? He was 
against the power, and would be against the pol- 
icy, if they had the power. 
| _ After some further remarks from Messrs. 
LEIGH and PRESTON, the question was taken 
on ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third 
reading; and decided in the aflirmative—yeas 31, 
| nays 7; as follows: 


| 
YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Buchanan, Clay, Clay- 


ton, Crittenden, Cuthbert. Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Goids- 
borough, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, Kent, King of Ala- 
bama, Kni t, Leigh, Linn, Mangum, Moore, ‘ 
Nicholas, Porter, Prentiss, Rives, Robbins, Southard, Swift, 
Tall e, Tomlinson, and Waiker—31. — 

NAY essrs. Calhoun, E of Hilinois, Hill, King 
of Georgia, Preston, Robinson, White--7. 


The Senate then adjourned. 
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IN SENATE. 
Mowpay, May 2, 1836. 


The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the Secretary of State in answer to a resolution 
of the Senate, inquiring from the several heads 
of the Departments whether in their opinions 
the compensation of the clerks in the public offices 
ought to be increased. The communication from 
the Secretary of State recommends the increase 
of the salary of the clerks in his office. 

The CHAIR also communicated a report from 
the Secretary of the Navy in answer to a resolu- 
tion of the Senate, containing all the information 
in possession of the Department relative to the 
Dry Tortugas; which was referred to Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 


PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Mr. PORTER presented the petition of Cap- 
tain Charles G. Ridgely, of the United States 
Navy; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Mr. RIVES presented the memorial of Captain 
Lewis Warrington, of the United States Navy; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. . 
Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition of 
sundry citizens of Connecticut, praying for an 
appropriation for the improvement of the harbor 


of Darien; which was referred to the Committee | 


on Commerce. 

Mr. EWING, of Illinois, presented several 
petitions, one of which was the petition of sun- 
dry citizens of Illinois, praying for the establish- 
ment of a post route; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, presented the memorial 
of sundry citizens of Columbiana county, Ohio, 
remonstrating against the admission of Arkansas 
into the Union with thé clause in her constitution 
recognizing slavery; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. WHITE presented the petition of the 
President and Trustees of East Tennessee Col- 


lege, praying for a grant of lands; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
FOREIGN PAUPERS. 


Mr. DAVIS presented the resolutions of the 
Legislature of Massachusetts, instructing their 
Senators, and requesting their Representatives, to 
use their endeavors to obtain some legislation 
from Congress to prevent the introduction of 
eye into the country. 

Mr. D. said this was a matter af so much con- 
sequence as to call for the interposition of the 
Legislature of Massachusetts in memoralizing 
Congress. Mr. D. adverted to the vast amount 
of pauperism in Europe, and especially in Eng- 
land and Wales. In 1833, under a commission 
to ascertain the extent of it, evidencé was col- 
lected by sub-commissioners, which was in pos- 
session of this Government, and to which Sena- 
tors could have access, which filled some ten or 
twelve large folio volumes, That evidence proved 
that the pauperism in that country was debased 
and derserelined and he was sorry to say that 
in that portion of the country in whieh he lived 
it bore some resemblance toit. In making a scale 
of allowance for their support, they allowed to 
married a larger sum for their support than to 
unmarried persons, which had led to the forma- 
tion of such unnatural marriages as were never 
heard of, for the purpose of obtaining these greater 
allowances; and also, because persons who had 
children were allowed a greater sum on that ac- 
count it had led to unprecedented debauchment. 
These paupers would actually laugh to scorn per- 
sons who labored to procure an honest livelihood, 
and tauntingly tell them they were slaves of their 
own accord; and in that way had actually seduced 
persons to abandon their honest pursuits, and give 
themselves up to idjeness. The demands of pau- 
perism were s@ great in one parish, that all the 
profits of the lands within it were swallowed up, 
and the landholders actually abandoned their 
lands. The evils of pauperism were not alone 
confined to pecuniary burdens, but exposure to 
the consequences of malicious mischief was mat- 
ter of serious alarm. Under this state of things, 
it was natural that some sort of relief should 
sought for against this disease, which was = 
ing upon the body politic; and some of the land- 
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holders had sought relief through voluntary emi- 
gration by placing funds in the hands of these 
paupers, to induce them to emigrate to this coun- 
try; and there was now a proposition before 
the Parliament ef Great Britain to send off the 
vicious and worst kind of them to some point on 
this continent. Some of these paupers had arrived 
in Boston, and no sooner did they arrive there, 
than they betook themselves to their old habits 
of idleness, and became the tenants of a poor- 
house, and, in some instances, the mone o- 
vided them to induce them to emigrate had &.: 
actually found on their persons after being put 

| into the poor-house, and with which they were 
in the habit of purchasing nick-nacks. 

In Boston it was ascertained, that out of five 
hundred and sixty-seven paupers five hundred 
and sixteen of them were foreigners; and in New 
York he understood there was a like proportion. 
He would therefore ask, if it was proper for the 
Parliament of Great Britain to legislate her pau- 
pers out of her jurisdiction, and shift them on to 
us? If they had a right to do so, we had a right 
to counteract it. They not only put the berdest 
on us of maintaining their paupers, but threw 
among us a most corrupting influence. His 
object in making these remarks at present was 
with a view to call the attention of Congress and 
the country to the subject. 


JAMES ALEXANDER AND IRA ALLEN. 


Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported without amendment the bill for 
| the relief of James Alexander and Ira Allen. 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


|| Mr. LINN moved to take up the bill to con- 
tinue the Cumberland road from the Mississippi 
|| river to the western boundary of Missouri, which 
was agreed to; when 
Mr. L. submitted the following amendment; 
which was ordered to be printed, and the bill was 
laid on the table: 


Sec. — And be it further enacted, That there be, and is 
hereby, granted to the State of Missouri, for the purpose of 
aiding said State in making said road, a quantity of land 
equal to one half of five sections in width on each side of 
said road between the Mississippi river to the point where 
the road commences, laid out by the United States, from 
the western boundary of Missouri to the Mexican line, so 
far as the same shall be located through the public land, and 
| reserving each alternate section or parts of section of the 
land unsold to the United States, to be selected by the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, under the direction 
of the President of the United States; and which land so 
reserved to the United States shall not be sold for less than 
two dollars and fifty cents per acge; the said land hereby 
granted to the State of Missourito be subject to the dispo- 
sal of the Legislature of said State for the purpose afore- 
said, and no other: Provided, That said road, when com- 
pleted, shall be and forever remain a public highway for 
the use of the Government of the United States, free from 
| 
| 
| 
} 
} 
} 











any toll or other charge whatever for any property of the 
United States or persons in their service : .4nd provided, 
also, That the said road shall be commenced within five 
—_ and completed within twenty years, or the State shall 

e bound to pay to the United States the amount of any 
lands previously sold, and that the title to the purchasers 
under the State shall be valid. 

Sec. — And be it further enacted, That s0 soon as the 
route of said road shall be located and agreed on by said 
State, it shall be the duty of the Governor thereof, or such 
other person or persons as may have been, or shall hereafter 
be. authorized to superintend the construction of said road, 
| to examine and ascertain aa lands to which the 
| said State will be entitled under the provisions of this act, 
and report the same to the Secretary of the Treasury of the 
| United States. 

Sec. — And be it further enacted, That the State of Mis- 
souri, under the authority of the Legislature thereof, after 
| the selection shall have been made as aforesaid, shall have 
| power to sell and convey the whole or meg part of said 
| land, and to give a title in fee simple therefor to the pur- 
chaser thereof. 


TOBACCO TRADE WITH FRANCE. 


On motion of Mr. KENT, the resolution sub- 
mitted by him some days ago, requesting the 
President of the United States to open negoti- 

ations with the French Government for the pur- 
| ose of placing our trade in tobacco on a better 
| footing, was taken up. 

Mr. K: said, he had been induced to offer the 
resolution just read, under the persuasion that the 

|| renewal of diplomatic intercourse between the 
|| two countries would be an auspicious mement to 
attempt to place our trade with France upon a 
| footing of greater reciprocity than existed oor 
| ent, in his estimation, especially as rded the 
| article of tobacco, which, in amount shipped to 
foreign countries, exceeded that of any ahabteer 
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cultural product except cotton. We were im- 
rting very freely, indeed, the silks, wines, and 

randies from France at this time, almost free of 
duty; our trade in those articles was ‘every day 
increasing, and low as the duties were at present, 
they would, under our existing laws regulating 
our tariff, be made still lower during the next four 
years. Under these favorable circumstances, all 
the productions of that country, at the head of 
which were the articles he had mentioned, were 
rapidly finding their way to us, and entering freely 
into our daily consumption, whilst the products 
of the United States sent to France in exchange 
increase but in a small degree, except the article 
of cotton. Tobacco, the growth of this country, 
was of a superior quality to that they were forced 
to grow in France, in consequence of the high 
duties imposed upon it; and could the Government 
of that country be induced to reciprocate the lib. 
eral spirit evinced on the part of the Government 
of the United States in our commercial regula- 
tions with her, and remove the restraints existin 
under her laws upon our tobacco trade, which 
were truly embarrassing and injurious to it, it 
would prove mutually beneficial. France could 
then sthadegtaty discontinue its cultivation, 
and more of her products suitable to our con- 
sumption would be produced, and those much 
more congenial to her soil, and the habits of her 
people, than the cultivation of an inferior descrip- 
tion of tobacco; whilst our citizens would be en- 
couraged in their use by finding that, in doing so, 
they were extending their market for an article, 
the growth of which had been long familiar to 
them, and which continues to employ a large 
capital in its production. 

r. K. presumed that more capital was en- 
gaged at this time in the cultivation of tobacco 
than was employed in producing sugar and rice 
together. 

n Austria the system of monopoly also ex- 
isted similar to that prevailing in France at this 


|| time. Under our existing commercial regulations 


with that country, liberal in every respect but as 
regards the article of tobacco, we rarely find a 
hogshead from our country finding its way into 
an Austrian port; and it had only but latterly oc- 
curred that the enterprising tobacco dealers of 
Bremen had been able to extend the quantity in- 
troduced into that country to a few thousand 
hogsheads. 

In England, also, the duty was excessive. He 
had submitted the resolution before the Senate, 
and made these few remarks, that the attention 
of the Sxecutive Department of the Government 
might be forcibly drawn to an important branch 
of our trade at a moment when it appeared that 
we were about to introduce, in the freest manner, 
all foreign productions into our country. Com- 
merce consisted in an exchange of commodities, 
and unless those exchanges were reciprocal it 
could not continue long, or to any extent, benefi- 
cially. During the last three years, so far as 
our custom-house returns could be relied on as a 
safe guide, our imports had exceeded our exports 
between sixty-eight and sixty-nine millions of 
dollars. He was aware that a large portion of 
this apparent balance, during a prosperous con- 
dition of our commerce, was absorbed by freight, 
commissions, and profits; but let a reverse occur, 
and our produce be sent toa declining market, 
and this balance against our exports would be 
no longer nominal; it would be real, and could only 
be discharged by exporting our specie to pey it. 
The resolution he had submitted referred to a 
lucrative portion of our trade—one valuable from 
its amount, as well as its importance to our ship- 
ping interest. From its bulky character, it re- 
quired a large pane of tonnage to transport 
it to market. Under these circumstances, he 
hoped it would receive the sanction of the Senate 

he resolution was thenadopted.  - 


VERMONT MILITIA——J AMES SMITHSON. 


The bill to provide for the payment of the Ver- 
mont — who served at the battle of Platts- 

urg; an 
e resolution authorizing the President of the 


United States to int an agent to prosecute 


and receive from the court of chancery of a 2 
land the legacy left to the United States by the 
will of the James Smithson, of London, for 
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the purpose of founding the Smithsonian Univer- 


of the mouth of Dog river bar, in the Bay of Mo- 
sity; were severally read the-third time, and 
sed. 


bile, to determine the practicability of deepening 
the bar; which motion was rejected. 

Mr. KING then moved to strike out all the 
appropriations in the bill for specific purposes, 
leaving the appropriations in gross for general 
surveys at the discretion of the Secretary of War. 

After some remarks from Messrs. KING of 
Alabama, LINN, WALL, and WALKER, Mr. 
Kine’s amendment was rejected—yeas 12, nays 
21; as follows: 

YEAS=+Messrs. Black, Calhoun, Hill, King of Alabamia, 
King of Georgia, Leigh, Mangum, Preston, Rives, Robinson, 
Walker, and White—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Clayton, Davis, Ewing of Tli- 
nois, Ewing of Ohio, Goldsborough, Hendricks, Kent, 
Knight, Linn, Naudain, Nicholas, Porter, Prentiss, Rob- 
|} bins, Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, and 
Wali—2l. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading—yeas 25, nays $; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Buchanan, Clayton, Cuthbert, 
| Davis, Ewing of Minois, Ewing of Ohio, Goldsbor®gh, 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the House were sev- 
erally read twice and referred: 

The bill for the relief of Robert Muncy; 

The bill for the relief of the representatives of 
John Brahan; and 

The bill for the relief of Nancy Hazard. 


PUBLIC DEPOSITS. 


The bill to regulate the deposits of the public 
moneys was taken up as the order of the day, | 


when 

Mr. WRIGHT submitted an amendment to the 
amendment submitted by him some days ago, 
changing that amendment so far as to provide | 
that, whenever the money in the Treasury shall 
amount to seven millions and upwards, it shall be 
the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to in- 
vest it in some stock of the States of this Union, 
bearing an interest of — per cent. 

Mr. CALHOUN then submitted an amend- 
meant, which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT ’Samendmient was then ordered | 
to be printed, and the bill was laid on the table, 
Mr. W. saying, in reply to a question asked by 
Mr. C., that he would call it up at the earliest 
opportunity that he could, without interfering 
with the appropriation bills. 


IMPROVEMENT OF HARBORS. 


The bill for the improvement of certain har- 
bors, and for making certain surveys, was then 
taken up. 

Mr. PORTER moved to amend the bill by in- 
serting an appropriation for deepening the bar 
at,and keeping clear the mouth of, the Mississippi 
river. 

After a debate, in which Messrs. PORTER, | 
MANGUM,CALHOUN, DAVIS,LINN, EW- | 
ING, and TOMLINSON, took part, 

Mr. CLAYTON moved to amend Mr. Por- | 
TER’s amendment by providing that the Secretary 
of War shall first cause a survey to be made to 
ascertain the practicability of the work, and the 
best mode of doing it; and if in his judgment the 
object can be accomplished, he shell then apply 
$75,000 thus appropriated. 

After some remarks from Messrs. DAVIS, | 
BUCHANAN, PRESTON, SOUTHARD, and 
CLAYTON, the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WALKER moved further to amend the 
bill by appropriating a sum not exceeding fifteen 
hundred dollars for surveying the channels of 
Pearl river and Pascagoula river, in the State of 
Mississippi, near the mouth of said rivers, and | 
ascertaining whether the existing obstructions in | 
said channels can be removed, and the probable 
expense of removing such obstructions. 

Aftersome remarks from Messrs. CALHOUN, 
PRESTON, DAVIS, WALKER, and KING of || 
Alabama, Mr. Wa tker’s amendment was re- 
jected—yeas 14, nays 20; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Ewing of Illinois, Golds- 

| 
| 





Hendricks, Kent, King of Alabama, Knight, Linn, Naudain, 
Nicholas, Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, Robinson, Southard, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, and Wall—25. 
NAYS—Messrs. Black, Calhoun, Hil , King of Georgia, 
Leigh, Mangum, Preston, Rives, and White—9. 
After the consideration of executive business, 
the Senate adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, May 3, 1836. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Franxuiy, the Clerk, 
informing the Senate of the death of the Hon. 
Ricnarp J. Mannina, a Representative from the 
State. of South Carolina, and that the House had 
adopted a resolution to go into the usual mourn- 
| ing, by wearing crape on the left arm, as a testi- 
mony of respect for the deceased. 

Mr. PRESTON rose and addressed the Senate, 
as follows: 


Mr. Presipent: The message just read im- 
poses upon me the customary duty of moving for 
the usual testimony of respect to the memory of 
'my deceased colleague, the Hon. Ricuarp J. 

1 alimen of the House of Representatives; and 
never, sir, has such an official act been performed 
with deeper emotions than those under whose 
melancholy influence I rise on this occasion. 

It is not fit that L should obtrude my private 
griefs upon the Senate, although I am well as- 
sured that its kindness would extend some indul- 
gence to a friendship of a most intimate charac- 
ter, which, commencing in college companionship, 
| has been unimpaired by the chances and changes 
of life, and undiminished even by party spirit, 
whose repulsive ontegy so often breaks asunder 
the strongest bonds of affection. For although, 
| sir, it has so happened that we have been much 
and long opposed in politics, and although I 
have had much occasion to feel the adverse in- 
fluence of his high character, there is no man who 
loved him living, or mourned him dead, more 
than I. 

He was indeed, Mr. President, of a very noble 
nature, endowed with all high and generous qual- 
ities—cool, bold, just, patient, and resolute; mag- 
| nanimous in his whole tone of feeling, and turn 
of thought; utterly exempt from all sordid or 
selfish propensities; of that prompt and patient 
Seeectanns to do or to suffer, which comes of 
natural impulse, educated into principle, unflinch- 
ing in the performance of duty, but too kind in 
his nature to be stern; scrupulous in self-regula- 
tion, but generously indulgent to others. His 
father, who was a distinguished soldier of the 
Revolution, deeply marked upon his son’s char- 
acter the inepress of that heroic period; courage 
and devotion to his country were hereditary and 
native to him. And these manly virtues were 
softened and made amiable by the Kindliest affec- 
tions of the heart; while over his whole character 
presided an exalted and fervent piety. 
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borough, Hendricks, King of Alabama, Knight, Moore, 
x, Porter, Robinson, Tallniadge, Walker, and Wall 


—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, Cuthbert, 
Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Hill, Leigh, Linn, Mangum, Nau- 
dain, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins, Southard, Swift, 
Tipton, Tomlinson, and White—20. 
_ Mr. HENDRICKS moved toamend the bill by | 
mserting an appropriation of $5,000 for removing 
a ledge of rocks in the Ohio river below Ship- 
we ort; and, after some remarks from Messrs. 

KER, BUCHANAN,and HENDRICKS, | 
Mr. Henpricks’s amendment was rejected—ycas | 
10, nays 24; as follows: F 

YEAS—Meessrs. Benton, Clayton ne Illinois, 
Ewing of Ohio, Hendricks, Nicholas, Porter, Robbins, Rob: 
inson, and Wall—10. 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, Buchanan, Calhoun, Cuthbert, 
Davis, Goldsborough, Hill, Kent, King of Alabama, King 
of Georgia, Knight, Leigh, Linn, Mangum, Naudain, Pren- 7 ; : 
tiss, n, Rives, Southard, Swift, Tiptog, Tomlinson, || For many ycars, in various ways, he received 

alker, and White—24. ; ; | distinguished testimonies of the affection and con- 
_ Mr. LINN moved to amend the bill by insert- || fidence of his native State. He served frequently 
ing an appropriation of $1,200 for removing the | in either branch of the Legislature; was Governor; 
obstructions in White river; which motion was || and, at length, ee ine in Congress. 
agreed to without a division. || In the prime of life, and in the vigor of “man- 

Mr, KING, of Alabama, moved to amend the hood, he has died as he lived—in the midst of 
bill by inserting an appropriation for the survey |! his duties. Never, Mr. President, have the 
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honors of the Senate been more worthily bestowed 
than upon the memory of Ricnarp J. Mannine, 
for which I invoke them by offering the follow- 
ipg résolution: 

Resolved, unanimously, That, as a testimony of respect 
for the memory of the deceased, the members of the Senate 
will go into mourning, ty wearing crape on the Jeft arm 
for the space of thirty days. 

After which, on motion of Mr. PRESTON, the 
Senate adjourned. 


—_ 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespar, May 3, 1836. 


The House, pursuant to previous resolution, 
assembled at ten o’clock, a. m. 

Immediately after the reading of the Journal 
of Friday, 

Mr. PINCKNEY rose and addressed the 
House to the following effect: 

Mr. Speaner: Often as Death has already 
been amongst us this session, he hasagain entered 
within these walls, and taken another, and cne 
of the most excellent members, of this honorable 
body. Yes, sir, Death has again been amongst 
us; and it is in consequence of one of those sudden 
and awful dispensations of Divine Providence, 
to which, however painfully we may feel them, 
it is our duty to submit, that I now rise to 
announce to this House the decease of my late 
honored and lamented colleague, Ricuarp J. Man- 
ninc. He left this eity on Friday last on a visit 
to Philadelphia, and died, as [ am informed, at 
that place, on Sunday evening, of a hemorrhage 

roduced by the rupture of a blood vessel in his 
ungs. Surely, if ever there was an event which 
could teach us “what shadows we are, and 
what shadows we pursue,’’ this is one which 
should impress that lesson deeply on our minds. 
But a few days ago, he was here, in his place, 
upon this floor, in the pride of intellect and vigor 
of manhood, mingling freely with his fellow-mem- 
bers, partaking the cares and honors of legisia- 
tion, and discharging the high duties of a Repre- 
sentative of the people in the councils of the 
nation. Now, he is numbered with the silent 
dead. 

I know that it is customary, upon occasions 
of this kind, to deliver eulogies upon the charac- 
ter of departed members. But I shall make no 
such attempt upon the present occasion. | could 
not do justice to such a character as his. To say 
that he was a man of sound judgment and exten- 
sive information—a gentleman in the strictest sig- 
nification of the term—a man of sterling honor 
and integrity—a devoted husband and most ten- 
der parent—pure and irreproachable in all the 
relations of life,—all this is true—perfectly true; 
and yet itconveys but a poor idea of the beautiful 
cluster of noble and estimable qualities that were 
concentrated in him. He was more than all this: 
he was, emphatically, a patriot, who discharged 
all his duties to his country with arder and fidelity; 
and he was a sincere and consistent Christian, 
who adored the doctrine of his Lord and Savior. 
He died, like a patriot, in the service of his coun- 
try; and his life, as a Christian, assures me that 
he is now reposing in the bosom of his God. 

As an evidence of the high estimation in which 
he was held by the people of his native State, it 
will suffice to observe, that he was repeatedly 
elected to the Legislature of South Carolina, once 
unanimously chosen Governor of that State, and 
twice elevated toa seatin Congress. In times of 
the bitterest party contention in South Carolina, 
he retained the unqualified respect of his political 
opponents; nor do I believe that he had a personal 
enemy. But all his talent, all his virtues, all his 
noble qualities of head and heart, could not save 
him from the grasp of the destroyer. He is 
= from me, whom he honored with his 

riendshi gone from this House, which he 
adorned by his virtues. His place here will know 
him no more. He cannot listen to the poor tribute 
I throw upon his tomb. He cannot witness the 
deep and respectiul sympathy manifested by this 
honorable body. No, sir, he isgone, and ail that 
we can do is to lament his loss, and imitate his 
virtues, and to pay to his memory the unavailing 
honors of the dead. 

I now beg leave to offer the following resolu- 
tions for aloption by the House: 
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y, That this House has received 
the melancholy intelligence of the death 


in teniest 
oo ee, a Representative of 


of the Hon. Ricuarp J. Mannine, 
the State of South Carolina. 

2. Resolved unanimously, That this House tender the ex- 
pression of their syinpathy to the relatives of the deceased, 
upon this mournful event, and that in testimony of their 
regret for his loss, and respect for his memory, the members 
will wear crape on the left arm for thirty days. 

The resolutions were agreed to unanimously. 

Mr. PINCKNEY moved that a message be 
sent to the Senate, informing that body of the 
death of the Hon. Ricnarp J. Mannine. 

The CHAIR remarked that such a message 
would be sent to the Senate as a matter of course. 

On motion of Mr. PINCKNEY, the House 


then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, May 4, 1836. 


The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Secretary of War, transmitting a list of contracts 
entered into by his Department for the year 1836. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
the Treasury in reply to a resolution of the Sen- 
ate, relative to the compensations of the clerks in 
the Executive Departments, giving it us his opin- 
ion that the salaries of the clerks below $1,400 
ought to be increased. 

Also, a report from the Treasury Department, 
in addition to the one heretofore sent in reply to 
the resolution introduced by Mr. Ewrne, relative 
to the deposits of the public moneys and the 
transfers of funds from the west to the east; and, 
on motion of Mr. Hussparp, one thousand ex- 
tra copies were ordered to be printed. 
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sylvaniaavenue; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. PORTER presented the petition of Cap- 
tain Daniel T. Patterson, of the United States 
Navy; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented the petition of J. 
T. Berger, of Philadelphia; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
sundry merchants of New York, praying that 
the office of measurer may not be abolished; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, presented the petition 
of the Trustees of the University of Florida; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. WHITE presented the petition of the 
widow and children of Emanuel Tritchell, pray- 
ing for confirmation of title to a tract of land 
given to T'ritchell by the Caddo Indians; which 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a presentment of 
the grand jury of the circuit court of the United 
States for the eastern district of Pennsylvania, 
recommending in strong terms the erection of a 
court-house, public jail, and penitentiary, by the 
United States, at the city of Philadelphia; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr.SHEPLEY presented the petition of Payne 
map repraying for arrears of pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Messrs. EWING of Ohio, and MORRIS pre- 
sented several petitions, praying the aid of don. 

ress in the construction of the Zanesville and 

Maysville road; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. ROBBINS, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported, without amendment, the bill 
“ ;s from the House for the relief of Andrew Arm- 


strong. 
On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, the Committee 


aise 
Pen Oe 





er 


a ada 


Signet tee, 


ee 






Se OR ae a 
as ae oe 
AD ORT tgs 
ea 


. 


ee en ale 

ee “eee 

eaten se 
ny 












































consideration of the 
Indiana, and of the 











ast Tennessee College. 











department for the year 1836. 




















Mr. HENDRICKS presented the petition of | 
Caspar W. Weaver, praying to be further com- || 
pensated for his services in macadamizing Penn- | 


on Public Lands was discharged from the further 
titions of Hanover College, 


Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported, with amendments, the bill from 
the House making appropriations for the Indian 


On motion of Mr. EWING, of Ohio, the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands was discharged from the 
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further consideration of the petition of Thomas 
G. Brockett, and the memorial of sundry citizens 
of Miami county, Ohio, praying that a preémption 
may be granted to Isaac Stewart and others. 
IMPROVEMENT OF HARBORS. 

The bill neeratione for the improve- 

ment of certain 
| Surveys, was read the third time, and passed. 


RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
to purchase, for the use of the Senate, two hundred and 
fifty copies of Burr’s map of the western and northern ter- 
ritory of the United States. 

Mr. MANGUM submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be directed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a mail route from Winton, North Carolina, via Gates 
court-house and Sunsbury, to Edenton. 

Mr. CLAY submitted the following resolution; 
which lies on the table one day: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Manufactures be di- 
rected to inquire into the expediency of so amending the 


States, from any place whatsoever, to the same duty as 
Russia hemp may be liable to pay for the time being. 

_ Mr. SWIFT submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies on the table one day: 


Resolved, That during the remainder of the session of 
Congress the daily mecting of the Senate shall commence 
at eleven o’clock, a. m., unless otherwise ordered. 


SERVICES OF VOLUNTEERS. 


Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Mili- 

tary Affairs, reported without amendment the bill 
to authorize the President to accept the services 
of volunteers for the defense of the frontiers, and 
said that, in the present conditicn of the country, 
| he felt it his duty to move that the Senate then 
|| proceed to the consideration of the bill. 
‘| Mr. EWING, of Ohio, opposed the motion, 
| on the ground that this was the day set apart for 
| the final disposition of the land bill; and after 
| some remarks from Messrs. LINN, PRESTON, 
CLAY, BENTON, PORTER, BUCHANAN, 
and CLAYTON, Mr. Benron’s motion was 
-ejected. 


PROCEEDS OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


The bill to appropriate for a limited time the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands among 
the States, and to grant land to certain States, was 
taken up; when Messrs. WRIGHT and BEN- 
TON severally addressed the Senate in speeches 
of some length in opposition to the bill; after 
which the suestion was taken, ‘‘ Shall this bill 
|| pass?’’ and it was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 25, nays 20; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Black, Buchanan, Clay, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Goldsborough, Hendricks, 
Kent, Knight, Leigh, McKean, Mangum, Naudain, Nich- 
| Olas, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Southard, Swift, 
Tomlinson, Webster, and White—25. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Calhoun, Cuthbert, Ewing of 
| Illinois, Grundy, Hill, Hubbard, King of Alabama, King of 

Georgia, Linn, Moore, Morris, Niles, Rives, Robinson, 
| Ruggles, Shepley, Tallmadge, Walker, and Wright—20. 
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The Senate then adjourned. 


Wenpnespay, May 4, 1836. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
| following resolution, reported on Friday by Mr. 


| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


| W.B. Sueparp, from the Committee on the Dis- 


trict of Columbia: : 


| Congress. 





; ance, 


| There being noquorum, Mr. HEISTER moved 
|| a call of the House, upon which motion Mr. 
| BRIGGS asked for the yeas and nays; which 


were ordered, and were—yeas 90, nays 27. 








arbors, and for making certain | 


en 


existing laws as to subject all hemp imported into the United | 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Buildings 
| be directed to have the dust scraped from the Pennsylvania | 
|| avenue between the Capitol and the President's square, | 
| and that part of the aveaue watered during the session of 


| Mr. CONNOR asked for the yeas and nays on 
|| the adoption of the resolution; and, upon ascer- 
| taining whether they were ordered, it appeared 
,, that only seventy-two members were in attend- 


The Clerk commenced the call, when Mr. AL- 
| LAN, of Kentucky, moved that all further pro- 





May 4. 


ceedings under the call be suspended; which was 
to. : 
“eThe House then refused to order the yeas and 
nays on the foregoing resolution. 
he question being on the adoption of the 
regolution, 

Mr. PARKER was opposed to the resolution, 
on the ground that it involved an appropriation 
of money which he contended they had no right 
to make in a resolution of this kind. Thisavenue 
had been pronounced a nuisance by some gentle- 
men. If so, he thought it strange that a propo- 
sition should now be before the House for con- 
|| tinuing this nuisance to Georgetown. He recol- 

lected a resolution of this kind had been brought 
|| before the House at a former session, and nega- 
i! tived. Afterwards, however, he had observed 
| that the Commissioner of Public Buildings wag 
engaged in removing the dust; and, on inquiry, 
Mr. P. had discovered that it was to be done by 
a subscription of citizens residing on the avenue, 
with the understanding that if Congress should 
appropriate money to defray the expense, their 
subscription was to be refunded. He thought it 
was poor encouragement for them to make appro- 
priations for the benefit of the city, if they were 
|| to be told afterwards that those appropriations 
only created nuisances. 
| 











Mr. BOULDIN advocated the adoption of the 
resolution. He had spoken of the avenue asa 
nuisance simply in this sense—that it raised a dust 
of a peculiarly distressing nature, and in great 
quantities: and it was complained of by a large 
number of the membersof the House. He said 
they had a bill before the House providing for a 
continuance of the avenue to Georgetown, but 
not such a one as was already made. If the 
gentleman from New Jersey thought that the res- 
olution ought to be joint, and would move so to 
amend it, he would give it his support; but he 
thought the appropriation was a small matter, 
and ought to pass. 

Mr. HARDIN had made a measurement of the 
avenue, and stated that it could not be watered 
for one hundred dollars perday. He said the 
avenue originally had cost much more than it 
ought to have cost; and he believed it was always 
the way, that Uncle Sam paid more for his work 
than other persons. He contended that watering 
and scraping were impracticable, and hoped. the 
resolution would not pass. The avenue had 
been made of soft stone, when there was good hard 
material to be had in the neighborhood of the city; 
and he would vote for a proposition to put a coat 
of hard material over the avenue, which would pre- 
vent the rising of the dust in future. He felt the 
bad effects of the dust as much as any gentleman, 
and was willing to vote for curing it effectually— 
which could be done for about fifteen thousand 
dollars; but he could not vote for a resolution like 
the present. 

Mr. BRIGGS hoped the House would dispose 
of this resolution, and not take up the time of the 
House by discussing a proposition so unimport- 
ant. The debate on this resolution had already 
cost the country more than six hundred dollars, 
when the scraping of the avenue could not have 
cost more than three hundred and fifty dollars. 
The gentleman from New Jersey, who had such 
nice notions of economy, had made a speech on 
this proposition which had cost a hundred dollars. 
Some gentlemen were in the habit, whenever they 
rose to say anything in relation to matters of the 
District, to say something against the people of 
the District. He had, however, understood that 
the resolution was reported at the suggestions of 
members of the House, and not of citizens of 
Washington. He would not take up further time 
of the House; but hoped they would speedily 
dispose of the subject. 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

Mr. HAWES asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered; when 

The motion to lay the resolution on the table 
was decided’ in the affirmative—yeas 88, nays 84. 

On motion of Mr. THOMAS, the House pro- 
——— to the consideration of the orders of the 

ay. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
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